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grace, and . 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


EINS it bach iel. 
WC | ſed GOD (deate bre- 

Ma C 5 cberen) to make mee 
Van laſtrument, her- 
F | by to declare his ho- 
- N = 3 4 ly worde vnto you, 1 
We COR thought it veryn necd- 
full e to 2 —. this little Booke, wherein 
T entend not to teach any newe matter, 
but to put you in mind of your ſaluatiò, 
which you haue of long tyme knowne, 
and doe daily heare, to the end, it may be 
the better rooted in your hearts. And ſo 
much the rather, ſeeing by this you haue 
ut all tymes ſuch meanesto reioyce, ani 
comfort your ſelues in God. whereby we 
may gather very many good inftrutions 
in Gods ſchoole, if we bee certainly pet- 
Nb of his grace , and indenour our 
A2 ſelues, 
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both to obey him, and to amend 
re finde to be amiſſe in vs. Alſo we 
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XV = 


ll cotinually lift vp our harts towards 
Him, ckat we may be partakers of his fe- 


licitie, & eee 


ol out ſaluation. After which maner, doe 


the children of God truely exerciſe them 
ſelues in meditation, & looke throaghly 
into the vnſpeakable goodneſſe of him, 
by whome they are ſaued through Teſus 


_Chriſt., euen with.an vndefiled thought 
and hope. Alſo it is requiſite, that there 
beea true amendment of life; agreeable 
both to the ſeruice, obedience, & honor, 
;which we owe vnto him, and to cal vpon 


him vnfaynedly. All which are the chie- 


- Feſt points, comprehended in holy Scrip- 


tures, and here ſummarily ſpoken of, for 


; the confir mation of our faith, and hope 2 


the full aſſurance wherof isas it were the 


foundation of all others, cõſiſting in the 


certaine perſwaſion, which we ought to 
haue of the forgiueneſſe of our ſinnes, to 
which end alſo principally the preaching 


of the Goſpell doth attende: by reaſon 


vhereof S. Paule calleth it, the miniſtrie 
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ofreconciliation. Now happeneth itthe, 
that the Clearg 


e men in our companie 


„ The Epiftle.\ © - 
an holie and religious cuſtome, euer 

ue morning prayers, declare the 
grace of God, that is to ſay, the forgiue - 
neſſe of ſinnes to all true penitent Chri- 
ſtians, beeing neceſſarie for euery one to 
knowe? Certainly, principally for this? 
cauſe, that all may bee perſwaded that 
their offences bee forgiuen them before 
God: and that thiey bee reconciled vnto 
him, and receiued into his grace, what i- 
niquitic ſoeuer they cõmitted. And this 
certaine perſwaſion ought to be ſtedfaſt, 
and deepely rooted in our hearts, chiefly 
in the tyme of Calamities, and great af- 
fliction, whereunto the children of Gd 
are eontinually ſubiect, hauing the obſti⸗ 
nate, and peruerſe worlde their enemie, 
which will neuer agree with them, bein 
ſet forward, and inflamed by him, which 
from the beginning is a murtherer, and 
an aduerſarie to all mankinde: and neuer 
leaueth in reſt thoſe, that giue themſelues 
to the true ſeruice of their god, but wi 
procure vnto them all hinderances and 
lets, that he can, and cor tinually aſſaults 
them with mortall warres, compaſsing 
them with euilles roũd about, & ſtrange- 

ly oppreſsing them, when they doe pro- 
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at) | The Epittle. |". eg 
rta&tyme · It may ſeeme then, that for a 
tyme God doth giue them ouer and that 
he is very angrie with them, and that he 
would vndo them, and that they be loft: 


but they hauing this ful knowledge, that 


by his infinite bountie and clemenciezbe 
doth receiue them into his mercie, and 
quiet orders: Sce how they are reuiued, 
and comforted, and their conſciencès in 
reſt: And to this end, is the worde of ſal- 
uation giuen vnto them, by the vhich 
God doth promiſe to be mercifull vnto 
them: It then ſuch a ſimple promiſe beg 
ſufficient to make them certaine of his 
loue towards then;how much more will 
it be hen al other promiſes doe aboiid? 


It is therefore for this cauſe, that I haue 


hered here a certain number ot moſt 
inguler notes of the holie Scripture, 
which conſequently are added, & which 
are taken from one, and the ſelfe ſame 
fpring,whichſhalbe like towers, & ſtrõg 
places moſt high to defend vs againſt the 
terrible and perilous aſſaults of the de- 


uill, and to put off from vs, all increduli- 


tie and miſtruſt. hat, which I preſent vn- 
to you, welbeloued brethren, I dedicate 
it to witnefle the good affect, that God 
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hath giaen me towards you, wiſhing that 
more and more yon may be ſtedfaſt, and 
conformable in rhe faith, and certaintie 
ol the fatherly goodwill of our God. We 
cannot but alwaies hope well of ſuch a 
gentle and gracious father, which haue 
looked on vs a long tyme, with his owne 
eyes, and hath viſited vs, as his owne, on- 
ly by the true & happy light of his word, 
and by excellent Shepeheards (of whiccß 
ſome are already receined into perpetual 3 
reſt with the Lord: others ſerue him yer 
happely in other places) he hath eſtablly 
ſhed the miniſtrie of his Goſpell among 
ou, which you inioye at this preſent, by 
his ineſtimable bountie: although the 
bluſtringes of the tempeſtes lately paſt, 
haue brought into many and diuers pla- 
ces ſome ſtraunge troubles and calami- 
ties. This good God neuertheleſſe, hath 
alwaics care to preſerue you in ſuch ex- 
tremities, that you haue continuall occa- 
ſion to giue him thanłs, the very tokens, 
and witneſſes of yaur faith , which may 
appeare in that, that you necde not gre- 
uouſly to ſeeke for the nouriſhment of 
your ſoules three long myles, farre from 
your honſes, neither in painfull and for- . 
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| The E | 
rowfull wates.Continue alwaies therfore 


in this zeale, for the glory of God, and in 


the confidence of his good will, and mer- 
cie towards you vnto the ende. I deſire 


the paſture ot the Lord, to conſider what 
he ſayth in this place, when he ſayth: that 
his ſheepe follow him and doe beare his uvoyce. 
And what he ſayth in an other place: He 
which is of God heareth Gods worde. I doe 
warne them therefore with my brothers 
and fellowes, to be moſt affected in it, & 
not to bee giuen ſo much to the loue of 
the world, & xo their vanities: to the end 
that they maye not depriue themſelues 
before they be aware | from the celeſtiall 
goods and riches which are euerlaſting. 
Deare brethren, I pray to our God & fa- 
ther, that in houlding you alwaies vnder 
the ſhadowe of his winges, he may cauſe 
you to profite more and more in his ho- 
y knowledge, and continuall/ to fortifie 
you in his ſeruice, and to repleniſh you 
withal the gifts of his holy Spirite, to his 
honor and glory, & to your conſolation. 
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thoſe which bee ſlouthfull to come into 


in the Rerd. lohn Chaſfanion · 


9 


4 The Cunſctanon of che 


Soule, being an aſſurance of the re- 


miſsion of ſinnes, with the moſt nota- 
ble promiſes of GOD conteyned in the holy 
Samen well in the old, as new Te- 


- ſtament, briefly expounded, and 
Fire vnto the ſame. 


F hee to whame 

the foꝛgiuenes ol 
nne is giuen, & 
fro whome ſinne 
is put awap, bee 
happte , as it is 


ER Pſalme : Hap- 


pie is the mã to 
Pr, LE imputeth no 1 inne. He nee⸗ 
deth not to doubt, but on the contrary parte 
he is vnhappie, which is tyed and bound in 
ſinne, he muff looke foꝛ none other thing but 
fo) hiscodemnation, and ruyne oncly, Be it 
fot a time he lines in eaſe, g; takes his pleas 
ſure, and altogether gives himſelfe to de⸗ 
light:though he be increaſed with hond z, and 
eee lone and cheare hint? * 
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Iivertie by grace,and NN os ini⸗ 
quities: foꝛ ſinne is a burthen ſo hard e hea⸗ 
ule, that no man is able to beare it ,pulling 
downe euery one that is laden with it: from 
whence it appeareth, that ſome do bowe vn⸗ 
der it, and falles jntoruine,and bziugs them 
ſelues into diſpayꝛe : as it happened to Jus 
das. Other being oppꝛeſled in ſuch ſoꝛt, that 
they cannot ſcant receiue any comfoꝛt and 
reſt. I haue ſeene a man, which hauing come 
mitted, as himſelke doch conkeſſe, ſome great 
and notozious faults, was ſo abated & trou⸗ 
bledin his ſpirite by the memozie of them, 
that be did relemble a pooꝛe man, which was 
indepted, and condemned to a greeuous ſuf- 
ferance and ſhamefull death, he did alwaies 
Krone and ſigh with the trouble and paine of 
his Soule, feeling himſelfe ſo guiltie, and 
doubting of the mercies of God, foꝛ the inoꝛ⸗ 


mitie ok his linnes: in ſuch lot, that he made 


not any account to eate any meate, and refus 
{ed to cake any nouriſhment if hee hap not 
beene carefully mooued thereunto by thoſe 
which did keepghim companie: his heart be⸗ 
ing ſo oppꝛeſled with doloz, that ſometimes 
he wiſhedchat his bodie migbt bee puniſhed 


WI that hee might luffer ſome 
| greeuous 


a. 


which hee thought, hee had deſcrucd in his 
ſoule: Sometunes in his anguiſh,he did res: 
| quire to bee comfozted,and rectiued into the 
Church by publicke pennance, but he was a; 


ſtraunger, and did but paſſe away. J haue 


ſeene an other, which hauing a long time as 
buſed the true knowledge of God: yet at the 
laſt had ſuch remoꝛſe of conſciente, which did 
gnawe his heart ſo, that he was conſtrapned 
to lye as ſicke, and out of bzeath, See there⸗ 
fore how hoꝛrible heauie ſinne is of it ſelfe, 
from which whoſoe uer is lightned, though 
he bee neuer ſo podze.miſerable, and difpiley 
of the wozld;o2 otherwiſe afflicted, he is ne⸗ 


ok this world doth not eſteeme no} iudge ol 


theſe. things otherwile then by apparance 


ok deceiptkull vanities, and not in truech, as 
it appeareth daxlie: but the ſpirite ot GDD 
doth teach the godly other wiſe, as it is afoze 
ſayd. That man is then very happy that fees 
lech the grace of God to be ſuch, as to haue 
bis ſinne faꝛgiuen him: foꝛ then his cöſcience 
is in peace and reſt, and he feareth not to pe⸗ 


riſh, neither hath he the iſdgementsof God 


in hoꝛroʒ, but aſſureth him ſelfe ol his fauour. 


and bountitulneſle, which God Amen 
3 $ol | m 
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| grecuous paine to make his toꝛment leſſfee: 


uertheleſle an happie man, The blinde man 


. 
= * o PS; S 
' b 1 j r b 
* 1 '#. CF 
> ; 3 3 
ty _ 4 . 1 1 . 
4 & * ann 


T he Confoladion 


med thegreateſt, that a man can receiue in 
this moꝛtall wozld. Among the Saraſines, 
thoſe which haue not conſidered of thinges 
very narrowlie, haue pet well knowne, that 


it was a pzecieus trealure not to bee trou⸗ 
bled by any committed foꝛfeite:ot which the 


molt wittie and ſufficient among them haue 


made a treatiſe, which he calleth the quiet⸗ 
neſſe of the Soule:but altogether ignoꝛant 
ofthis poynt of the free foꝛgiuenes of ſinne, 


as all other Philoſophers,not eſteming any 
bother reſt oke 


onſcience, but in vertue and in⸗ 
tegritie of life, which is but an imagination 
of no value befoze God ;-fo2 this man is like 
vnto him, which buildeth without foundatip, 
and would make a ſhew of that thing which 
is not. Fo to come then vnto ſuch bleſſed⸗ 
neſſe , and to iniope ſo happie felicitie, wee 


muſt knowe, that GDD to whom we mult 
glue an accompt, is gentle and mercikull, to 
whom wee ought to haue all our refuge, be. 


ing certaine, that he will be quiet and merci⸗ 


full cowards vs: neither imputing our ini⸗ 
quit ies, but will faꝛgiue vs them freely. 


Then as the maſt ſicke and lingering de⸗ 
ſeaſed haue moꝛe Heede of remedies fo2 to be 
helped, and caſed of their griefe and painex 
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ol the Soule. 


are toꝛmented with ſoꝛrowe, and anguiſh by 
feeling, and acknowledging their greate 
ſinnes, dꝛeading the anger and moſt feareful 


iudgement of God, haue moze neede of con⸗ 
ſolation, and greater aſſurances ot the mer⸗ 
cie of God, where vpon their hope ſhould be 


totally founded and rooted, Tho although 
ſome times they be debaſed by diuers temp⸗ 


by diſpaire: although it happen, that the moſt 
fozwarde in Religion and in the feare of 


God, haue to ſuſteine many temptations of 


Sathan, who doch often giue them hotte 


ſkirmiſhes and ſhooteth againſt them his 


poyſoned and moꝛztall arrowes , fc; ts abate 
their kaith, and to caſt them into euerlaſting 
diſtruction, if it were poſſible fo2 them ſo to 
fall, and if they ſome times ſeeme to doubt, 
being trobled by diſtruſt, and fearefulnes, vet 
it neuer happeneth that they can fall vtterly 
from the truſt which they once conceiued of 
the mercies of God. Dauid was not with⸗ 
out ſome anguiſh and perturbation of ſpirit, 
when he cried, My ſoule why art thou ve- 
xed, and why art thou ſo diſquieted with- 
in me? But when he addeth by exboꝛtation 


tations, vet by the mercies of their God, they 
neuer fall into any diſlolation oꝛ confuſion 


that it ſhouldhope lillin God, 1 255 
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Th oe ry 


the ffedfaffnes and conſtancie of hi 18 Faith; 
wherein hee ſaith , that he was ſhut vp froth 
the ſight of the Lowe, it ſeemed that by the 


great aduerſitie which hapned to him, that 


God had calk him ok, and quite foxſaken! him: 


pet he did not fo} all this leaue to call and to 


hope in him: lo that in the ende he was highly 
exalted, Aud thus it happeneth oftentimes 
to the childzen of God, finding them ſelues 
intangled with a gulfe of cuils, their hope 
ſeemeth to bee ſwallowed vp and dzowned, 

although in the end it freſhlp appeareth,and 

lifcerh vp the head and comming vnto it ſelfe 
againe,wholy truſteth in GOD. and reſteth 
*bnremicttcable vpon his greate bountic and 
mercie, in which onely they glade and com⸗ 
Foxt themſelues, and not by any vertue o2 des 
Terr which is in them, aluding to that which 
ia in the 9. Chapꝛof leremie: that he which 


in his bleſſednes,and in his mertie. 
In this point then, conſiſfeth our crutf, 
by the which wee muſt needes ſee what the 
foundation is, and how farre Eitzen if 
ſo bee it bee firnts and Gre, and be 


fs cauſe wee will — me 
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rieth may glorie in the Lorde , that is 


ok the Soule; + 
Kament, which are moſt fit and notable pꝛo⸗ 
miles ofthe grace and mercie of God, fo: the 
forcinenes of linnes , which beeing here ſet 
on arowe one by another, and placed as if 
were on a table all in ũght, it ſhall ſerue for 
the inſtruction ofthe pooze penitent ſinner, 
and that in this wee may keepe ſome ozder, 
we wil firſt ſhe we the teſtimonies which are 
apparant of the goodnes of God, which is as 
it were the ſureſt foundation, and the firſt 
cauſe ot all our hope. In the ſecond place we 
wil adde the cauſes, which are as it were the 
matter and ſubſtance concerning the deſert 
and interceſſion of our Lowe Jeſus Chiu 
the ſonne of GD Dr then the cauſes of faith 
and repentaunce ſhall followe , and finall) 
that which belongeth to Jntocation an 
pꝛaier, theſe are the poyntes and degrees by 
which the faichfull ſoule ought to goe vp to 
the thꝛone, and to the grace of God, fo) to re⸗ 
cetue the conſolation and Spirituall health: 
Firſt therefoꝛe it muſt looke vppon the ob⸗ 
tectsof the loue and mercie of God, and the 
benelites ol Chziſt, to haue therein a perfect 
knowledire, then it muſt by Faith allie, and 
whollie trut vpon him, with a perfect tonſo⸗ 
q tatton of God in calling vpon him: it muſt 
Aſap perſwant it elf o the doue and mercie 
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.of God and after haue full aſſurance of the 


f- . -outfaith:itis therefoze requilite co vle this 
| praper-which lolloweth. 


of Of the Lennie am mercie f God, 
wo Exo.Chap xxxũi 13. 
===; Den þ Low paſſed befoze Pos 


9 ſes face, hee crped out. The 
Lord, the Lor ſtrong. mer- 


anger, & aboũdant in good- 
nes & trueth reſeruing1 mertie for thou- 
ſands, forgiving iniquitie, rranſgreſsion, 
and ſinne, & not pardoningthe wicked. 
As God bath created the woꝛld, mainteineth 
and preſerueth it, ſo dothhe mainteyne, nou⸗ 
riſh, and giues vshealth and pzoſperitie in 
py this life: wherein he ſhewes vnto vs his ome 
nipotent and eternall power, his wiſedome 
and wonderfull fozeſight,andhis great boũ⸗ 
tie: but in that we haue offended him by our 
ſinnes and iniquities, yet he recetucth vs in⸗ 
to his mercie againe, reconciling himſelf to 
vs, foigiuing vs our tranſgreſſions: ſo that 
in this hee declareth vnto vs his clemencie 


and "_ mercle,wyrreofhoeertiiery and 
e 1 


"The Sata... 


merites of Cinilt, whith cãnot be done withe |. 


> — 


des cifull,and — 2 ſſowe to 


.giuethvs full aſſurance in his woꝛde, as he 
doch in this place to Moſes: ſaping, that hee 
is not onelp the eternall God almightie, but 
alla mercifull and gentle: foʒ to haue mercie 
and compaſſion vppon pooꝛe miſerable ſin⸗ 


great patience, he ſheweth a manikeſt decla⸗ 


dant in benignitie: ſhewing by the lame het 


ners belongethto God: and in that he is ol 


ration, that he neuer puniſheth the wicked ſo 
ſoone as they offend, but a long time ſtaieth 
foꝛ their amendment, befoze he makes them 


feele his math and indignation: by which 


reaſon, he accompteth himſelfe to bee flowe 


to anger, and ok great patience , Ind in the 


ende, that none map thinke his mercie he ei⸗ 
ther ſhoꝛt, oꝛ ſcant, that it cannot ſuffice fox 
diuers ſinners,he alſo addeth, that he aboun⸗ 


his bountie is ſo full, that it can neuer bes 
emptied, He is altogetherinfinice;eteenall; 
and cannot be reſtrayned, no2 cont apned in 
the heauen of heauens, noz determined in 
the meaſure of anp time:it can neuer he ſta⸗ 
ped, being a liuely flowing ſpʒing, which can 
not be dzyedbpzfo2 moſt certaintie whereof; 

M tion of his ſidelitie, repeating 
vp his p2omiles,by which be may allure vs 
that he will mercifult vnto vs: whe 


: wherein he 
ſheweth been de true, 1 


The Canlbtirion 


de is aboundant in benignitie, and allo faith» 
full in keeping pꝛomiſe: how full of mertie 
he is; he declareth in that which followeih, 
that he is mereifull vnto thouſands : where⸗ 
in wee map learne, that he ſheweth not his 
mertles vnts ſoine little number, 02 ſome 
| ler place, but to many hundpeth and 
thoukands:ſhewingbythis wowd an infinite, 
and che greateſt number that can be erppel⸗ 
f ed by which maner of ſpeech, diuerſitie of 
| and variecte of lives mape bee vnder⸗ 
Nod: as it is ſapd in other places, chat he is 
merciful, gentle, and faithfull-+ in which 
wos, he erpreſſeth that he is alwates pꝛone 
, andreadie to foꝛgiue our ſinnes, and to par: 
don dur mildeedes: wherein we lee that the 
trut and pꝛoper effect of God is, to haue foꝛ⸗ 
Niue neſſe of our ſinnes. Then to the ende, 
at none map think that he foꝛgiueth ſome 
light offences onely, be vſethdfners wozds, 
which compꝛehende all kinde of ſinnes: not 
ond naming the ſinne whereby all offences 
ner ſhewed, but allo the iniquitie, which is 
done malicioullp with deliberation and ſet⸗ 
led purpoſe, when inturie o2 hurt is oughe 
agalnſt orhet The meaning then of this 
woꝛde tranſcreſſion, is adilobedtence, 02 res 
N Ofiatencagainſ ance | 


| ofcheSoule; 
ts a greeuous and hoxrible.ſinne 2 which al- 
though ok all others it be moſt deteſtable, 


pet Gon doth here pꝛomiſe to make full re⸗ 
miſſion, and forgiuenes of ſinne. Let vs hold 
; 
| 


this then fo} a certaine and vnchllible rule. 

that there is no foꝛfeite ſo great, oꝛ tranſgreſ· 

ſion ſo monſterous, but it is fozgtuen by the 

meere mercie of God, And wheras it is ſais 

| in the end, that he koꝛgiueth none:it is onely 

ment of thoſe , which are wicked and abſti⸗ 

nate in their wiekedneſſe, and thoſe which 

fall feele finally the ſeuere vengeaunce of 

God: Foz ſo much then as he is named gen⸗ 

tle, it is to pooꝛe and penitent ſinners, which 

doe repent them ok their ſinnes committed: 

ſo is he alſo termed a iuſt Judge, foxtogiue 

puniſhment to the hard and impenitent fin« 

ner, to the ende that none ſhould abuſe bis 
grace and clemencie ouer much. 


Deut. Chap. 3 2. ver. 4. 
Te nations praiſe him, praiſe him his people, 
for he will auenge the blood of his ſtruants, 
And will execute vengaunce vppon his ad- 
uerſaries, and will bee mercifull unto his 
land, and to his people, 


Mate this here in $ une and | 
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king the people ol Ilraell. that after GDD 


thereby others ſhould haue occaſton to re. 


The'Confolation 


hath vilited them with his rod and puniſhed 
them with ſudden and traunge-calamities 
fo: their miſdeedes; he would alſo make pu⸗ 
niſyment of their'enernies,and deliuer them 
from their miſcries and tribulations; being 
merctfiilt vnto the land: that is, to the inha⸗ 


bitant s ot the land. The Childzen of Iſtaell 


having purged themſelues, and made them 
cleane of their lunes by Gods mere faucur 
and onely mercie.chathe might bee alwatcs 


kauourable towards chem, and that foꝛraine 


jalſe 


nations and ſtraunge people might p} 


the childzen ok God, and haue them in nell 


mation, and accompt them happie in hauing 
the fartour of ſuch a mightie God, and that 


foyce together fox ſo great and bouritifulk 
benelites frõ the Loꝛd. J k then the Gentiles 
had receiued ſuch ioye, as to be partakers of 


ſo great happinelle, we mult needes eſteeme 


this pꝛomiſe to pertaine to vs alſo, and that 
confinually, though he doth afflict vs, which 


is not but in good cauſe,and iuſtly foz to co- 
. rect vs t̃oꝛ our offences. ꝓet he is gentle, and 


very ready to receiue vs into fauoux oł his 


pPountifull faudur, not imputing vnto vs dur 
Red e whercof wer max baue alwaies 


cauſe 


of the dene 


be bath d2zatvne vs foꝛth out of the handes of 


the oppꝛeſſoꝛs and calamities of this would, 
brd xeceiued vs into $56 eternal Ureſh, 


- Pfal. 103+ 53111120 


T he Link it 2 of 9 an nd mercie; 


ſlowe to anger, and of great kindueſſe © he! 
will not alwaies chide, nor kęepe his an 
for eur. He hath not dealt wack ur often 
our ſinnet, nor rewarded vn arrording tu 
our iniquitiet e for as high as the heauen i 
aboue the earth, (0 great is his mercie to- 


.. wards them that feare him. As farre a4 the: 


. Eaſt is fromthe Weſt: ſa farre bath he put 


our ſinnes from vs. As a father bath com. 
paſſion on inis children: ſo hath the Lerda 
Compaſſion on them that feare him. 


be moze a man is miſerable and 
woch of death and damnation, 
the moꝛe the mercie of God ſur⸗ 
W mounteth and ouerpaſſeth our 
milerie and calamitie, vohich is declared vus 
to vs in diuers places of holy Scriptures, 
as it may appeare in that, which wer baue 


onef Seriptuxeis agreablevnto this, als 
| 52 3 | 1 


cauſe to maile our God eternally, after tha 


bheretokoze ſpoken ot. Nad 34. which poꝛti⸗ 
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- The Conſolation 

| it containe amoze ample veclara⸗ 
tion (fo great is the mercies of God) to avs 
uaunce and amplifte the time rx knowledge 
of him, e his clemencte towards his peopte 
by the miniſtrie ol his Pzophetes, by whom 
the mercy of God is ſhewed vnto vs, either 
bya ſingnall pꝛomiſe by holy ſcripture, and 
maruetlouſly amplified by compariſons, & 
parables both fit and excellent to this ende, 
that we max be better perſwaded ofpLozy, 


and his mertie as David confeſſeth, ſaying, 


The Lord is mercifull, gentle, ſiow to an- 
ger, and of great compaſsion. Theſe are 
the very ſelfe ſame titles which God dothat⸗ 
tribute vnto himſelke in che place afozeſapd, 
wherein his nature is deſcribed vnto vs, be⸗ 
cauſe this matter concerneth our ſaluation 
pꝛincipally, foz this thing is ſhewed plain⸗ 


Ip by bis effectes, in that he ſaith, That he 


iS not alwaies angrie, &c. foy ſecing we be 


dtlobedient and rebellious vnto him, and do 
not giue him ſuch honour as wee ought, yet 


he pleadech not in his wath againſt vs, fox 
to haue his right, and that which eſpecially 
doth pertaine vnto him, but that which hee 
doth, he doth by admonitions, repꝛehenſions, 
thꝛeatnings ok his woꝛde, cozrections: that 
ber by he may punich che tranlgreſlozs, and 


 fnchismaner it is hay. hs by the {pace ol 
fourcie yeercs, he ſtriued inthe Mildernes 
with a ſtubber generation, an vnthankſull 
people of Jlracl, asche Pꝛophet wirneſſeth 
in the 5. Pal. verſ. 10. either leauethhe 
here, but doth the like wich their poſteritie 
and offpzing;,in fozbearing with their ſinnes 
and wickednes, as it appeareth in the hjirſt 
verſe of the 4,Chap.of Hoſeas, in all which 
places hee Gewcth hiuſelfe marucilous pas; 
tient, when betag Lowalinightie,and ſoues: 
raine iudge of all the earth; yet abaſeth him 
ſelfe ſo much as to tontende and maintaine 
bis right againſt ſo pooꝛe and feeble creatu⸗ 
res, whome he might haue deſtroped and os 
uerthꝛowen in a moment, if he had extended 
bis juſt iudgement F ſeueritie againſt them, 
fo} although hee might iuſtly complaine of 
vs at all times, and at euery hower, becauſe 
of our wickevneſſe, vet hee is ſo mercifull,; 
that hc chideth vs not coutinually,but many 
times demiſſeth all complaints and ſuites, 
and yeeldeth vp his owne right, becauſe his 
mercie endureth for euer, neither doth he 
coprect vs continually as we deſerue neither 
is he angrie with vs loꝛ euer, and although 
he puniſh vs koz our iniquities, vet not actoꝛ⸗ 
Bins to the cuſleme of men, who lufter them 
C4 .% ſclues 
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ſelues to bee caried away, by the rage ind 
ſtrength or her violence and exceſſine affec⸗ 
tions, but accozdung to the tepꝛebenſton and 
feeling ok thoſe, whith hre ſrikech with bis 
rotde, and viſiteth with his Plagues, if hee 
ſeeme to be angrie, it is fo} a time, it can not 
continue fox euer, neither laſt long, Theres: 
foze they whieh be ſiriken by him, doe truely 
feele it, and makes their cõplamt vnto Hod pi 
ſaying,why ? doſt thou continue thine anger hi 
foʒ euer T oz ſhal thy wzath burne againtt the f 
ſheepe of thy paſtare? Pſal. 74, Dow long 
1 od ſhalthine anger tontinue without cea 
ſing ? Pſal. 79. verſ. . But it we conſider the 
greatneſſe and multitude of our ſinnes, wee 
ſhall finde, that the wꝛath of God is of male 
continuance towards vs, ſeeing we bee no: 
conſumed ok him, we may finde him as wer 
imagine charpe, whereas on the contrary,we : 
ſhallthinkehim in his great and ineſtimable 
goodnes freely to foꝛgiue vs, after ſo many 
ſoꝛts and faſhions, Foꝛthis cauſe it is laide, 
that his wꝛath continuech but a ſboꝛt time, 
but in his fauour reſteth life cuerlaſtung: 
Deautnes may lodge with a man one night, 
put iope commeth in the moꝛning: as it aps 
peareth by this which followeth. The church 
ſpeablag wan ON, by declaring his euerla⸗ 


Bing 


of the Soule. 1 
ing mertie, that although he hideth his kace 
vm them, and conlumeth them becauſe of 
heit linnes : pet in as much as they bee the 
vozke ok his owne hands, he will not ſuffer 
he Cittie of his Sanctuarte to lpe waſte, 
ay. 54. Foz attet that GDD had afflicted 
Arael by the Aſſerians, and troubled them 
wy the Madianites, by the Philiſtines, Moa- 
bites, and ſuch other nations that knew not 
im, he ſufficiently ſheweth, that he was an⸗ 
Frie agatuit his people: pet in that he railed 
n Judges, Heads and Captaſnes, by whom 
je deliuered chẽ krom the hands ok their ops 
peſfors, aud gay them quietnes and peace 
mthe Land, herby he cauſed them to knom 
chat his indignation was paſt, neither did it 
continue oz laſt foꝛ euer: The captiuitie oł 
Babilon was an euident teſtimony of the 
Math of God againſt the Jewes: pet by the 
Commaundement and Edict ok Cyrus hee 
bꝛought them backe againe into their coun⸗ 
try, and cauſed the people to knowe that hee 
had altogether ceaſed from his anger, and 
put away the burning of his indignation, as 
be Heweth in the 85. Pſal.verſ. 4. See how 
he hath quieted himſelfe, and doth not hould 
his anger fo2 euer. But all this which is ſpo⸗ 
ken, coucheth che kaichkull onelyg as fo? the 
| vnkaith⸗ 
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ding to our delerts, we ſhould be exteſſinely 


ws is n mercie with the Loꝛde, true it 


The Confolarion , 


vnkaithlull, which do dot beleeue the match 
of God remaynes on them, as it is ſaid. oh. 
Cha.z. ver. 36. The third effect of Gods cies | i 
mencie, the cheekeſt cowards vs is, that be ſhe 
rewardeth vs nat acccoꝛding to our wickeds Ihn 
nes, neither cozrecteth vs accozding to our ha 
ünnes, fo the fruices and reward of linne is xe 


anguilh, tribulation, damnation, and death eſa 


on euer ſoule as it is witten to the Rom. bi 
Chap. 2. ver. 9. and Chap. 6. verſ. 2 3. Then 7 
if God ſhould puniſh vs, and handle vs accoꝛ |n 


out ende: yea, one ſhould bee alreadie oucrs 
thꝛowen and deſtroped, but in as much as he 
ſpareth e fozbeareth vs, defending vs from 
ſo many perrils, and velinering vs from fo 
manyfolddaagers, and which is moze,that 


b 

afflicted, and continually in anguiſh wich⸗ h 
t 

: 

| 


he maketh vs knowe that we be his, and avs 


ozneth vs with all the giftes of his holy ſpi 
rite , and putteth vs in hape of like euerla⸗ 


ſtingthe ſheweth manikeſtly by thele, that he 


doch not reward vs accozding to our delerts, 


neither recompence vs as we haue deſerued. 


By nature therefoꝛe we doe nothing but ok⸗ 
fend ; pet foz our vnhappines hee reZozech 
goodnes againe.Wherefozei: ts ſande, that 


is, 


of the Soule. 


h. g, that ſometimes hee coprectethvs fo) our 
es pickednes, but neuer chaſteneth no2 punts 
je, heth vs accozding to dur deſertes: no moꝛe 
Js. hen ik he had not regarded them, oz as they 
E had neuer bene comitted fecingthen that he 
g remits & wholp fozgincs vs, by which it ts 
h41apd, that the mercies of che Low! is ouer all 
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Chap. to the Epheſ. It is marueplæus high 


Ibis wozkes, and his goodnes reacheth vnta 


the cloudes, not that it endeth there. toꝛ it tan 
not be contapned in the Meauen ok heauens, 
but becauſe in this woꝛld nothing can ſecine 
higher then Yeauen, whith is rayſed aboue 
the earth byan tncompehenſible diſtaunce 

as it is ſaid in the Pſal. 36. that the goodne 
of God reacheth vnto the heauens, ther efoze 
it is added afterward, that it is excellent, it 
is ouer our heades, it doeth oucrpaſſc. dur 
ſight, it is altogether to be marueledat this 
1s iche height, the bzeadth, the deapth ofthe 
loue of Chꝛiſt, which is ſpoken of in the; 4 


0 


and wonderfull to bchold, it reachcth to the 
deepes beneath, there is nathing which the 
ſpirite of man tan Imag ine to bre gre; ter, 
but onelp Gods lone and bountie towardes 
vs, who from the higheſtHeauens, from his 
celeſtiall and glozious thzone vouchſafeth! co 


tome to the bottomleſle Pit ofthe carth, to jg 
diane 
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hearts by the holy ghoſt, and yet wee muck 


ſelues oftentimes bełoꝛe the eyes of Þ ſoule: 
as it happened to the Pꝛophet, when he ſaid, 
that his linnes was continually be foze him. 


but an exerciſe of true repentance, to bꝛing 


ſpett ok Gods mertie, they be all yut away; 
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The Conſolation 
dawe vs from it, and to make vs aſcendef* | 
where bymlelle abideth, it ſcatcreth ic ſelkeſ**\ 
here and there, in length infinite, in bꝛeadtſ ' 
wonderfull,ſo that among ſo many regions 
the people may feele the vertue of it in their 1 


owe, that God neuer vleth this clemencte ＋ 
to them which ſhewe themlelues pꝛokayned P 
and cũtemuers of his grace, but thole which Kr 
doe feare him and ſheweth him honour and * 
teuerence, therein lyeth poperly the great⸗ Pn 
neſſe ofthe bountifulneſle ofthe Almightie. h 
This is againe. ſhewed by a notable effect, h 
when it is ſayde that hee calteth kram vs our [' 
offencegtasfoz the wicked, their malice doth ku 
u 

cc 

tl 

l 


not remoue , but remapnes ſtilLlying euen 
at the gate:as the Loꝛd ſpeaketh of the ſinne 


5 of Cain Gen. Chap. 4. ver. 7. concerning 


the offences ofthe faithfull,although they be 
ſet befoze th, and that they doe pꝛeſent them 


. 


Pfal. 5 I. ver. 5. which is nothing vnto them, 


them vnto humilitie, and after makes them 
inge circumſpect: yet neuertheleſſe, in re⸗ 


x = 


* 


fo} 


of theSoule: wth 
del he putteth them karre from him, ſcattes 


ke e th them abzoade ,and caſteth them behinde 


him. neuer ts be remembꝛed againe, Thich 
als we wed by a compariſon of the diſtaunce 
- betweene the Ealt and the Meſt, which is 
xþve fartheſt diſtaunce that can bee imagined 
nder the Sunne: euen ſo then, as che Eaſt 
11 farre from the Welt , and the Meſt farre 
12 the Eaſt by a ſeparation and great di⸗ 

Nance: euen ſo karre GDD doth caſt all our 
fnnes away from vs: yea ſo farre, that they 


| 


hat which is carried away from one ende of 
the woꝛld vnto the other. And to confirme al 
that is ſpoken befoze, God is in holy Scrip⸗ 
ture compared vnto a father, which is merci⸗ 
full vnto his childzen:fo2 as vou ſee a father 
auer many of his ſonnes imperfectids nei⸗ 
ther vſeth ſuch rigour and ſeueritie towards 
hem as he might, but ſpareth them as much 
as poſſiblie he can. In like maner alſo, God 


moued with all pittie & compaſſion towards 
vs, and readie to foꝛgiue vs all our ſinnes:ſa 
that wee feare tooffend him, neither doe a⸗ 
bound in our iniquities. 


'Lannot be perceiued oꝛ no moꝛe appeare, the 


who is our great and celeſtiall father ) is \ 


If thou O Lord ſhoaldſt ſtraig ghth 3 our 


| to examine them in leueritie, and execute a 


noꝛ bee alle to iuſtiſie himſelfe by his owne 


kme Conſolation 
Pſal. 130. 


iniquities, O Lord who ſhould ſtand before 
ghee : but mercie is with thee, that thou 
maieſt be feared. Let Iſrael waite on the 
Lord, for with the Lord there is mercie, 
and with him is great redemption „ and be 
hall 1s teme 7ſrael from all his iniquities; 


ere is none of vs, whichare 
N not in daunger to fall into e⸗ 
N ternall ruyne and deſtruction. 

ik God ſhould looke narrowly 


® intd our ſinnes and offences, 


iuſt puniſhment fo: themzfoztherc is no man 
th it could ſtand befoꝛe his tribunall Seate, 


righteoulneſſe. Therefoꝛe Dauid in his pꝛa⸗ 
pers and ſupplications to the Loꝛd, deſireth 
him not to enter into iudgement with him, 
as he had deſerued. Pſal. 144. ver. 2. neither 
may this ſeeme ſtraunge, oꝛ ſpoken without 
ſpeciall purpoſe, but it is the ſame in ſub⸗ 
ſtance, which the authoꝛ of this Pſalm ſpea⸗ 

keth ol here: which is done fot our conſolas 

tion and truſt, that foꝛgiuenes ot our ſinnes 
only cõmeth krom the Lov; neither _ 


of the Sdule. 
take any heede ok them therby to condemne 
vs, but he ſheweth himſelfe gentle, and mer⸗ 
cifull to vs: which made the Pꝛophet in cons 
kluſton to ſap, That becauſe there is mercie 
with God, therekoze he ſhould be feared. Any 


Ip, he ſtirreth vp all ſoztes of men, and euerp 


and trye reuerence of his Maieſtie, thereby 
that high and lowe, rich and pooꝛe, one with 
an other might wholly giue themſelues to 
ſerue him in thankkulneſſe and heauenly me⸗ 


lodie: foꝛ the moꝛe he powꝛeth on vs his boũ - 


tikull and mercifull liberalitie, che moze we 
are bound to him, and ought to be much moꝛe 
deſirous to ſerue him in holineſle and righ⸗ 
teouſneſſe all the dates of our life. So that 
the foꝛgiuenelle of our ſinnes is ioyned with 
the hono and nlozie of GD, and our obe⸗ 
dience, which ought to followe his grace, 
not onely particulerlp, but alſo generally as 
mong all true Chʒiſtians. Foz, foꝛ this cauſe 
Dauid doth gine certaine aſſuraunce vnto 
the Catholicke Church of SOD, vnder the 
name of Jſrael:ſaping.that the Lozd would 
deliuer Jlracl from all his iniquities, and 
purgethem from all their finnes: © although 
the Church de not without linne during the 


time 


that this might not be done in himſclfe one⸗ 


ſtate and cõdition of nations to the due fcare 
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time that it is in this earthly perigrinatidn, 
but hath wiinckles and ſpots ſubiect to ma⸗ 
ny infirmities and tranſgreſſions, by whom 
it is as it were made captiue and hought ins 
to bondage: pet God will deliuer it continu⸗ 
ally out of ſuch miſerte ; and by his inlinite 
mercie foꝛgiue it not ſome faults ouely, dit 
All her iniquities hom great ſocuer they bee, 
rand ok what number ſdeuer. Upon this hope 
then, the Pꝛophet exhozteth the Church ta 
truſt in the Loꝛde, hoping in him in time ok 
oppreſſion. when wer are in diſtreſſe and ex⸗ 
treame affliction. In as much as there is as 
boundance ok mercie with him, he wanteth 
no meanes to redeeme and dꝛawe his out of 
anguiſh and tribulation: his waies are inſt⸗ 
nite, he needeth no good affection, being in» 
tlined and giuen by his owne nature to cles 
mencie and mercie. 2 


F 


. Eſay Chap. t. ver. 18. Youre 
T hough your ſinnes were as (Fimfin,they ſhal 


be made white as Snowe:though they were 
: "madered liks Starlet, they ſhalbe as wool, 


THis is an excellent and comfoꝛta⸗ 
ble pꝛomiſe, which God hath made 
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mercie he hath put all their ſinnes out of ace | 
compt, euen as though they had neuer bene 
tommitted: were they neuer ſo great and file 
thie, vet Gods mercie is greater: c therfoze 
they ought not to diſpay}e, The Hꝛophet des 
clareth the (mall hono) they ſhewed to God, 
and their wonderfull imperfections , when 
he giueth vnto them ſuch oppꝛobꝛius titles, 
calling them rebellious Childzen, a gene⸗ 
ration of Uipers, a people altogether giuen 
to iniquitie, a wicked ſeede, baſe bozne, cos 
rupt childꝛen, vea, ſparing none, no not one: 
he ſayth that they are all naught , from the 
greateſt to the loweſt, from the head to the 
foote , both Pꝛieſt and people, Mageſtrate 
and ſubiect are like to them of Jodome, and 
as the inhabitaunce of Gomoꝛra, all defiley 
with murther, e ſhedding ok innocent blood: 
pet GOD doth pzomile that he will neuer 
bing their ſinnes co accompt, bee their ini⸗ 
uities neuer ſo greeuous and monſtrous, 
as the compariſon of colours, euen of the red 
and bloudy colour, of the Skarlet and Pur⸗ 
ple dye ſheweth: yet the Lozd will make thẽ 
as wooll, vea, as white as the dꝛiuen ſnowe, 
then the which, what can be whiter? There ⸗ 
fore the Loꝛd ſetteth downe theſe woꝛdes, to 
aſſure vs, by lit and . 1 
7 


| Alchouch their fnnes were ripe, and as | 
were dyed in graine, which will not eaſily 
alter oz chaunge the colour: vet they ſhall be 
no moꝛe remembꝛed, noꝛ once appeare again 
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hee onſolation 


befoʒe him, no mote then the olde colour is 


Kknowne which hath taken on it a newe dye: 
So all the filthinelle and infamte that was 


found in them ſhall bee made very pure, and 
very cleane. Aud after this ſoꝛt doth ÿ Pꝛo⸗ 
phet pꝛap, that if God would waſh, purifie, 
and make him cleane againe from his ſinne, 


then he ſhould bee whiter then Snowe, and 


clearer, yea farre clearer then the Chziſtall 
glaſle.Pſal. 5 1. ver. 9. And although it may 
ſeeme, that this pzomiſe was made particu⸗ 


Lary to the Jewes: yet notwithſtanding it 


doth appertaine to vs alſo, that hereby wee 
might knowe, that the mertie ok God is no 
leſle towardes vs, no2 his arme ſhoztned in 


dur daies: but rather moꝛe amply declared, 
and ſhewed by the comming of his Sonne, 


and our Sautour Jeſus Chꝛiſt. 
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J, euen I am he that putteth away thyne ini. 


Nr | _ 


our . noted by too much apparance: 


— 


the Sonfe. © 
| ne, 


Ely Chap, 4 ber. 255 % xy 


quit ies for myne owne ſakę, and wil not re- 
member thy ſinnes. 


SI Lehoughour unnes be as thet 
N vere vnitten with a pen ok J 
N ron, & with a diamond poynt, 
Ind pꝛofoundly engrauen in 
the tables ok our harts, and in 


neuertheleſle the Loꝛd our God doth certifie 
vs here, okthe foꝛgiueneſſe of the, ſaying p it 
is himſelfe, which doth blot, put out, & rayſe 
them in ſuch ſoꝛt, that they are not to be pers 
ceiued any mote, neither doe they appeare 
at anytime befo2ze his face, no otherwiſe thẽ 
ik they had neuer bene committed, hee J lay 
blotteth them out, not fo2 one dap, no? fo 
certaine monethes oꝛ peres, oꝛ koꝛ ſome ſpace 
ok time pꝛeſcribed o2 limited, but continual⸗ 
Ip and to the laſt gaſpe , which is ſhewed by 
this phꝛaſe of ſpeaking, foꝛ this woꝛd to blot 
out, is a perpetuall extinguiſhing ok that, 
which hath bin manifeſked neuer to be in the 
like ſtate againe, whereby we may learne, y 
we haue al neede ofhis great grace, not fo2 a 
time, but vnto the end ol 2 like, pea ſo long 

2 * 


— 
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as fund ſhal rematne in vs fo; wee are euer 
moleſted and greeued, and therkozefoze haue 
neede of mercie, as it is declared in the Ros 
mans. Chap. 7. verſ 23 · 24. and in that hee 
ſaith. that if ishehiniſclfe, which blotteth out 


dur iniquities, he ſheweth none other tan do 
it but he, neither is there any creature either 


in heauen 02 in earch , that hath ſuch power 
either in them ſelues, oz from themſelues. 
Now then we muſt learne how this can be 
true, ſeeing it is ſapd, that the Apoſtles and 
Shepherds of the Church of God haue re⸗ 


teiued ſuch authoꝛitie to foꝛgiue ſinnes, as 
in S. Math. Chap. 18. verſ. i 8. and S. Tohn. 


Chap. 20. verſ. 23. but this is by reaſon of 


their charge and miniſtry, and not that it be⸗ 
Jongeth to them ſelues pꝛoperly, they may 


in deede remit the offences committed, but 
by and in the name ok the Lozve, to whome 
they be Herraltes and Ambaſlſadours.it then 
belongeth vnto God onely to remit ſinnes, 
fo2the which he will haue vs to be fully afſus . 
red, in conſidering that it is himſelfe which 
doth ſpeake it, = which maketh this pꝛo⸗ 
miſe, euen he, which is eternall and euerla⸗ 
ſting:euen he, which is good and full of mer⸗ 
tie: this repetition and maner of ſpeaking 
1 to = in that ic is ſayde: op 

ce 


* the Soule; 5 


ſelke foicine ſinnes to this end, that we may 
not in any wiſe doubt, but therein wholp be 
perſwaded by what meanes he is moued and 
ſtirred vp, foꝛ in blotting ont our ſinnes, hee 
declareth that it is foꝛ his name ſake, it is not 
then foz any woꝛthineſſe in vs, noꝛ in conſls 
deration of any deſerts ot ours: Neither ob⸗ 
tained by any Saints oz — —— found 
out by mans imagination, but by his free 
bountie, accoꝛding to that which Dauid dot 
deſire ofthe Lozd, chat accoꝛding to his great 
compaſſion, hee would blot out our iniqui⸗ 
ties, Plalme. 51. verſ.3. Me addeth alſo fog 
the confirmation of this, that which is ſpo⸗ 
ken bekoze, that he will not bzing our finnes / 

to account, not that he is fopgetkull, foz wee 
mult knowe, that all things be pꝛeſent vnto 
him, and befoꝛe his eyes: but this is to ſhew, 
that he will not bung them to account foꝛ to 
make puniſhment ok them againe, 


Eſay. Chap. 44. verſ. 22. 


I haue put away thy trãſe gre ons like a cloudes 
and thy ſinnes like a Miſt, turne unta mee 
for I haue redeemed thee, . 


F. Dꝛaſmuch as line is nothing but fl th 


and durt, where with we be allinfeeted f 
and abhominably polluted, bchold God - 


* 


The co nſolation 


Vbtrbſatth that hee himſelfe blotteth them 
dut, not in halfe, noꝛ in ſome part, but wholp, 
and altogether : neither mote, no2 leſſe, but 
as very thicke and darke cloude, which by 
the abundance and fozce of raine, and ouer⸗ 
flowing waters doe take and carry awap 
wich them ſelues the filthines of the earth: 
ſo we when we be waſhed, and purified from 
fach ſülthines, and faultes, hee will not haue 
. bs returne backe againe vnto the mud, there 
1 to deſile our ſelues, but willeth vs to cõtinue 
"1 Wwichhim:; ſetting vs inp faire wap and obc⸗ 
Neunte, which doch appertaine vnta him, not 
anely bp nature t creation, but alſo by right 
* of redemption, fo2 he is our redeemer, aud 
our pledge, which bath revemed vs, and kec⸗ 
path! vs againſt all enimies. 


Mich. Chap. i. ver. 18. 


we, 154 God like vnto the Lord, hs tabet h 

ay iniquitie, & paſſeth b the tranſgreſ- 
oni of the remnant of his trad „he re- 
' 2aineth not his wrath for euer, betauſe mer 
2 pleaſerh him, her Will turne againt and 
aue compaſſion, he will ſubdue our iniq ni. 
dies, and 700 all aur ſinnes into t he buttam 
of the fea, thou wilt performe thy truethi to 
£1, £ — 2 ob, 
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esche zel. 


. Jacob , We. mercie to Abraham, as thou 
haſt ſworne to our fathers in old time. 


pared vnto God, either in gentlenee, 
02 in power: foꝛ he and none other re⸗ 
mitteth ſinne, and although he met a ſinner 
in the way, ( becauſe all thinges bee pꝛeſent 
vnto him) vet he will not tay himſelfe to puts 
niſh, but depart farther ot, as though be took 


"T rms there is none that may bee cc 


no heede what is done, and leaue behind him 
the offence committed. By this maner of 


ſpeechitis ſayd, that God caſtethour ſinnes 
backe from him. Eſay Chap.38.ver. 17, yet 
onely to thoſe which do pꝛoperly appertaine 
vnto him, whom he doth atouch# acknow⸗ 
ledge fo2 his inheritance, and peculiar peo⸗ 
ple, who are ot that Church, to whome her 
graunteth grace, from which all others bee 
ſequeſtred. And beit, that ſometymes he doth 
anger himlelke, and his wzath be mooned as 
gainſt his owne tuſkly 2 yet it is not of long 
continuaunce , in ſa much that hee is rether 


pꝛone to mercie and clemencie, then to ſeue⸗ 
ritie and rigoꝛ . And although he ſeeme by 


our offences and vices to turne himlelfback 
from vs, and to afflict vs. as we deſcrue: yet 


_ will returne againe,and wil ſhewe vs the 
_ 4 
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there full and comfozcable light of his coun⸗ 
tenance, in ſhewing compaſſion on vs, he fozs 
giueth all our ſinnes,by putting downe and 
deſtroying all the violt᷑ce and foꝛce of death: 
ſo that we are no moꝛe houlden in captiuitie 
and bondage. but made free, and ſet at liber⸗ 
tie by him, not by caſting them on the groũd 
onelp, but by deſtroying, and deliuering vs 
from them, by thꝛowing them into the bot⸗ 
tome of the Sea, that they may appeare no 
moꝛe, but the memoꝛie of them paſle away, 
as a thing which is bound vp and caſt into 
the deepeſt Sea, And in this we ſee, that he 
is not mooued fo2 any woꝛthineſſe that is in 
1 vs, but ok his onely bountie and clemencie, 

| being gentle andfull of mercic,flowe to ans 
it | ger, and of great goodneſſe by nature, faiths 
[ _  fullinhis pꝛomiſes which he made vnto the 
ö fathers, and cofirmed by his oth, and in theſe 
-* Latcer tymes fulfilled che bountikulneſſe of 
His mercie in his onely Sonne: who is the 
onely pledge to aſſure vs of the foꝛgiueneſſe 
ok our ſinnes. And wheras the Pꝛophet ſaith 
that God doth not onely foꝛgiue our ſinnes, 
I but paſleth them ouer , not by putting them 
dove onelp, but caſting them into the bots 
time ok the Sea, fo to aboliſh them wholly: 

1 cannot be moze plain expꝛeſled oz declas 
| red, 
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red how God fozgiueth vs. Then, ikin the 
tyme of the lawe and ſhadowes, his pꝛomiſe 
was not in vaine: how much ought we nom 
to be mote certaine of it vnder the kingdome 
of Chniſt, vp whome wee obtaine cructh and 
grace? 

The grace of GD D towardes vs, by 
meanes ot our Lozd Jeſus Chalt, | 


Teremy Chap. 3 1. ver. 3 f. 


Beholde the day is come, ſayth the Lord, ch 
I will male a new couenant With the houſe 
of {ſrael,and with the houſe of luda. 7 Wwull 
put my law in their myard parts, & Write 
it in their hearti, and wilbe their God, and 
they ſhall be my people: I will pardon their 
iniquities, and will remember their ſinnes 

no more. 


A bis is the holy and happie alliaunce, 

that wee obtaine with God by Jeſus 

> Chiiſthis Sonne, by whome, albcic 

we bee ſufficiently taught, and inſtructed in 

the knowledge ok his trueth, both in wil and 

affection to obey him, accoꝛding to his com: | 
mandements,yet we goe oftentimes aſtray, 
and doe againſt his deuine pꝛecepts, by the 

men and imperfections which re. 

| maynes 
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Scripture: which although it was made in 
the auncient couenant ok the lawe wherein 
al things alſo are included, vet it partaineth 
Moperly vnto the newe momiſe,obtained by 
Jeſus Chiift the very Sonne of GOD, the 
ſure foundation and perfect ſubſtance of our 


ſaluation: fo he is the mediatoz ol che newe 


Teſtament, as it is ſapd in the Epiſtle to the 


Heb. Chap. 9. It is he by whoſe deſert all 


our linnes are foꝛgiuen, which could not bee 
remitted by the out ward figures,and vaine 


| thadowes ofthe lawe. 


Eſay Chap. 5 3. ver. 4. 


Surely he — borne our infirmities, and ca- 
ried our ſorrowes: he Was Wounged for our 
tranſereſſions, & broken for our  iniquitics: 
the . t iſment of our PeACe was Vpon him, 
and with his ſtripes wee are healed... The 


Lord hath layd vpon him the iniquities of 


vs all, by his 88 ſhall my iuſt ſeruat 
iuſtiſie many, fur he ſhall beare their ſiunes. 


A God is by nature gentle and merct- 


full, lo is he a ſeuere and iuſt Judge: foʒ 


he 
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mapnes in vs: wherefoze we haue alwayes 
neede ok his grace, fo? the remiſſion of our 

ſinnes, in the pꝛomiſe which hee hath made 
vnto vs, as wee are taught in this place of 


5 . ak mw — * 


en © 


je leaueth not ſinne vnpuniſhed, but lapeth 
he puniſhment of it vpon his onely Sonne, 
who in the fulneſſe of time delinered him foꝛ 
vs vnto the ſhamefull and accurſed death of 
the Croſle, wherein his iuſtice and mercie is 


founde by toyning both together in an inſe ⸗ 


pcrable bond of vnitie. And firſt in that, that 
Jeſus Chniſt ſuffered fo} our iniquities: the 
other in that, that he was well pleaſed to ſuk⸗ 
fer his Sonne to be a pledge, and an attone⸗ 
ment fo2 vs. This then the oꝛophet teacheth 
in this plate, that Chꝛiſt hath ſuffered foꝛ vs 
an infinite number of greefes, toꝛments, and 
puniſhments,as touching his ſoule:be ſuftes 
red a death full of ſhame and repꝛoch in che 


wonlde, to iuſtiſte and deliuer vs from dam⸗ 
nation and eternal death, acquiting vs from 


the wath of God, Seeing then, that in hart 
and affection wee acknowledge him foz our 
true Sauiour and Redeemcr, we neede not 
to feare, although we ſhall perceiue, and ac⸗ 
knowledge our (clues to be guiltie: yet wee 


may bee aſſured, that wee are in peace with 


God, becauſe Jeſus Chꝛiſt aur Redeemer 


If Sathan then doe aſſaile vs by terrible i⸗ 


maginations ok the paines and tozments, 


ue we have juſtly deſeruedinreſpecrof 
our 


n 
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bath bozne the paines due fo our iniquities. 
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e Conſolation : 
dur iniquities, let vs preſent our ſelues in 


the rightuoulneſlſe and holineſſe of Jeſus 
Chiiſt:foz he hath bozne our greekes, laypde 


our ſoꝛowes on him: hehath bene wounded, I& 


burt, and murthered:he died fo2 vs which are I 
vniuſt, and roſe againe foꝛ our ſanctification, If 
to the end he might iuſtiſte and abſolue vs, 


Zach. Chap. 12. ver. 1. 


In that day there ſhalbe a fountaine opened to 


the houſe of Dauid, and te the inhabitants 
of I erigſalem for ſinne, and for vncleannes. 


5 1 * is the fapze and cleare Wuntaine 


of grace, the liuely water that flo weth 

to vs by Jeſus Chniſt, by the ſhedding 
ok his pꝛecious blood, which is opened to ail 
thoſe which are of the houſhold of God, and 
made Citizens ofthe heauenly and ſpiritu⸗ 
all Jeruſalem, which is the true Church 
wherein they waſh and purge their ſinnes. 
Let vs therefoꝛe goe vnto this liuely water, 
and into this life euerlaſting, where the one 
neuer ſtapeth running, and cannot be dzyed 


vp, no2 the peſſeſſoꝛs of the other ſhall euer 
caſte of the ſecond death: foꝛ this ſpzing flo⸗ 


weth in great aboundance, ſo that we ſhalbe 

waſhed faire and cleane, bee our iniquities 

neutt ſo foule and pollute, pg 
Math, 


oOektke Soule. 
Math. Chap. 1 1. ver. 18. 


ome unto me all ye that are wearie and heu- 
uie laden, and will refreſh you. 


n Ji De admirable and bountifull 
EP (Gs loue of the Loꝛde Jeſus is in 
this place chewed, in that he 
oe) FJ Ti vourchlaferh to helpe and ſuce 
—wCour thoſe, which be pooꝛe and 
in miſerie , he will not caſt them away, nei⸗ 
ther ſend them to others to make their mone 
and complaints: but he calleth them himſelf 
vnto him, J ſap he, which is the very Sonne 
of God, the Low of glozy, calleth thoſe vnto 
him which are oppꝛeſſed, x troubled in their 
Iconſciences by the feeling of their ſinnes, 
and therefoꝛe pꝛomiſeth to ayde them, and 
giue them reſt, the true tranquilitie and haps 
pie quietneſſe of the ſoule: Let vs goe theres 
foꝛe to Jeſus Chꝛiſt our onely Sauiour and 
redeemer: let vs goe in a true faich, and ears 
neſt repentãce, ſeeing he ſtretcheth koꝛth his 
armes to receiue vs:ſeing he is ſweet, gẽtle, 
mercifull,of great goodneſſe. Are we theres 
foze heauy loden with the burthen of our 
ſinnesꝛ he will deliuer vs from the poke and 
ſeruitude ofthe houſe of bondage. Are we o⸗ 
uer hapled, and tyed by the ty2anuie of ſinne 
and 
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The Conſolation 


aͤnd death? he will pꝛeſerue vs from the ſe 
uitude of the one, and from the deadly ſting 
ok the other. 


Iohn Chap. 1. ver. 29. 


Je bold the Lambe of God, which takgth 4 Px 
way the ſinnes of the World, 


Dies is the teſtimonie that John the 
213 Baptiſt witneſſeth openly ok our 
v=2x 02d Jeſus Chiilt, who was oꝛday 
ned and ſent of God to be the Lambe (with: 
out fault, without ſpotte ) which in fozmer 

times was figured in ſundzy Sacrifices c 
the law, pet mote eſpectally in the Paſſouer 
0? Lambe which was offred euery day,mo2- 
ning, and euening fo2 5 ſinnes of the Pꝛieſt, 
and people:but this Lambe, when none was 
woꝛthy to offer him vp to his father, hath wil⸗ 
lingly offered himſelfe , that by dying once 
for al, he might obtaine fozgtuenes of ſinnes 
fo2 all: and bythis meanes he hath bzought 
vs vnto God the father, that he might conti⸗ 
nually, not fs) once acquite, and deliuer vs 
frõ our ſinnes, which is ſhewed moe foꝛcea⸗ 
ble, if wee marke the wade which he vſcth 
(he doth take away) which is declared in 
the tyme pꝛeſent, and that by the merite ok 
bis vey : which! is alwaies of one ip. the 
ame 


of the Soule. 


Fame vertue, and perpetual efficacie, wheres 
by we obtaine our eternall redemption : as 
it is ſaydbythe authoꝛ to the Heb. Chap. 9. 

1 Andthisbenefite being ſo pꝛecious & great, 

ſerueth not fo2 one, oꝛ two onely, neither fox 
one onely Nation, but reacheth ouer al peo⸗ 
ple, and euery Nation of the earth, as this 

wo (world) pꝛoueth. Let vs not then doubt 
that our ſinnes are remitted by the death of 

* Chiit, whoſe death ſhould nothing auayle 

vs, it we ſhould not receiue the fruite of it by 
faith in his pzomiſes, ſeeing that ſinne dwel⸗ 

leth in vs confinually, as it is pꝛooued in the 

7. Chapter to the Romaines. Therefoꝛe we 

receiue pardon fo2 them continually by him, 

who hath bꝛought vs to the thꝛone of grace, 
where with boldneſle we map call his father 
abba our father. | 


1 
= 


Acts Chap. 5. ver. 31. 


This is that feſus , Which God hath lifted vp 
with his right hand, to bee a Prince and 4 
Sauiour, to giue repentaunce to Iſrael, and 


forgiuenes of ſinnes. 


Tbe Empyee and ſoueraigne vominion ot 
Chniſt is here ſhewed vnto vs by S. Peter, 


we. a TS we OS 
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to the ende, he might declare vnto vs the pos 
vl} wer 
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| The Conſolatipn 


wer kt ſpirituall libertie, which he beſtoweth 


on his Church, meaning his people of Jf- 
rael:that is to ſap, that by him our ſinnes are 
remitted, with chaunge ofnewnelle of life, 


- P2omiſed to our eternall ſaluation . Thele 


two graces then be ing ioyned together, can 
neuer bee leperated, that thereby none may 
doubt of the obtapning ok this excclicnt be⸗ 
nefite purchaſed by the Loꝛd Jeſus:which os 
therwiſe would pull back from his highnes, 


and debate his power, who will fo2 theſe bes 


nefites be honoured in wozd, and gloziſied in 


deede. 


As Chap. 13 ver. 38. 
Be it knowne unto you, that through this man 


Cour Sauiour Chriſt )is preached unto yon 
fergiuenes of ſinnes, 


a 'F'Vis place is like vnto the foꝛmer, concer⸗ 


ning the benefite purchaſed by Chꝛiſt, by 


>. whom we obtayne fozgiuenesofour ſinnes: 
athing worthy of all men to bee had in me⸗ 


moꝛie, ofthe which euery man ought to bee 
certaine,and reſolued in the aſſurance ok bis 
ſaluation, 


Rom, 


of che Soule. 
Rom. Chap. 5. ver. &. 


God ſbeweth his loue towards vs, ſeeing that 
while wee were yet ſinners Chriſt 775 for 
vs, much more nom being iuſtiſied by his 
blood: we ſhalbe ſaued from wrath through 
him, for if When we were enemies We were 

, recociled to God by the death of his ſonne, 
much more being reconciled , ſhalbe ſaued 
by bis liſt, and not onely ſs , but alſo reioyce 
in God through our Lord Jeſus ( hriſt, by 


whom we haue obtayned reconciliation, 


* 


bis is to aſſure vs of 5ᷣ loue and 
g mercie of God towardes vs, and 
odfour ſaluation, when we conſi⸗ 
der what Chꝛiſt Jeſus hath done 

fo: vs, who beeing the Sonne of God, tut, 
and innocent, ſuffered ſo many toʒmenta ſoꝝ 
vs vniuſt, and guiltie, ſo that now wee are 
purged, and made cleare of al our faults and 
iniquities:pea, we are acquited and abſolued 
from the wꝛath and anger of GD Dꝛwho is 
wholly quieted, peace being made betweene 
him and vs bythe reconciliation ofthe Lom 
Jeſus, who is the meanes, bp the vertue ot 
his veath, and pꝛeſeruer of our life by Þ ver⸗ 
tue and power ot his dietie:foz our life is hid 
in him, x our death is buried in him: in him 
N E theres 


The Conſolation 


therekoꝛe all our glozy conſiſteth, koꝛ there is 
nothing wherein wee may glozy our ſelues, 
n92 our wozks,but onelp in the great fauour 
and mercie of our God, and in the grace and 
mercie of our Lode and n * 
Chill. TID 


Iohn 1. E viſt I. Chap ver. y. 4. 
The blood of 22 Chrif cleanſeth vs from 


a all our ſmnes, © | 
| < 


; 2 Lthough we bee guiltie. and pol⸗ 
d luted with many ſinnes, which 
Care in the eyes of the Loꝛde ſtap- 
N ned and filthie: pet the holy Apo⸗ 
ale doth aſſure vs, that wee are waſhed and 
pꝓuriſted from them, not by any counterfeite 
water of mans fancie , no2 by a fayned ima⸗ 
ANination of fire in Purgatonte, in any other 


g No 
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wozlde, neither bythe blood of Martyzs, as 


ſome haue falflptaught,but only by the pꝛe⸗ 
cious blood ofthe Sonne of God: which is 
of ſuch efficatie, and continuall vertue, that 
be can blot aut our ſinnes perticularlpy how 

— 7 loruer they be, ; 


10 Toba 


n 
Iohn 1. Epiſt. Chap. a. ver. r. 


If any man ſine, wee haue an aduocate with 
the father Ieſus Chriſt the rightuous, and 


he the reconciliation for our ſinnes , and 


not for ours onely , but alſo the ſinnes of the 
whole world. « | 


'T Derets none without ſinne, and conſes 

quently al are guiltie befoze GVD pet 
behold che Apoſtle witneſſeth,that the Loꝛd 
Jeſus Chyilt doth pꝛay, and make requeſtk 


+ for vs: as it is ſayd in the Epiſtle tothe Roe 


maines Chap. &. and to the Heb. Chap. 7. 
which intercellion betweene God and man 
was of ſuch foꝛce and vertue, that no others 
but he was found wozthie and able to make 
vs vnderſtande the gentle and fauourable 
goodwill of God the father: fo2 he dyed fox 
our ſinnes, & vndertooke to make an agrees 


ment and reconciliation foz our miſdeedes 


to God: which excellent and wozthy deſert 
is not onely reſtrapned to ſome particuler 
perſon, but reacheth to all generally, that 
all might perceiue the loue of their Redees 


mer, | 
E 5 oba 


— 


the children of the demill : whoſoener doth 


$ erb 
* ting; 


Snationis in G DD, who this mercie 
- EE and fatherly loue ſauedvs, The letond is in 
Cui, who by che merite ot his death e paſs 


The Conſdlatioen 
lohn 1. Epiſt. Chap. z. ver. 10. 
In this are the children of God knowne , and 


not rightly is not of God, neither he that lo- 
uet hj not his brother: and this is 7 
& reward for ſinnes. 


TR place is like vnto the vlace afoze re? || | 


hearſcd,contayning mote fully the loue, 
and mercifulneſſe of GOD towards vs, in 


| that he hath bzought vs againe vnto him by 


bis welbeloued Sonne, who gaue n | 
(02 vs, Fo 


Of faith in Chriſt, Ioh. Cap. 3. ver. 16. 
Godſo 5 the world, that he bath giuen his 
1 otten ſonne, that Whoſoener belee- 


im ſhould not 2 257 but haue i 


b pinning and fir caule of ourſal: 


ſion redeemed vs: the onely inſtrument and 
meanes to obtain ſuch great good is by faith 
in Jeſus Child, which is of ſuch vertue and 
er , that by it man is reconciled 

03 


of the Soule: 


God by the free remiſſion of ſinne:wherfoze 
he cannot fall vtterly in as much as he is des 
liuered from eternall death, and made Pare 
taker of au happie life. 


Tohn Chap. 5. verſ. 24. a 


Perely, verely I ſay unto you, he that heareth 
my Words and beleeneth in him that ſent 
me, hath euerlaſting life:and ſhal not cume 
into condemnation, but paſſeth from death 


to life. 
| Tam is to confirm? our ſelues in the 


aſſurance wee haue in Chꝛiſt, and in 
| the certaine perſwaſion ok his docs 
trine, when as wee doe vnderſtand that our 
faith reſting in him, is not founded vppon a 
moꝛtall man, but on the very and true ſonne 
of God, wherefoze it is ſayde that we art it's 
ſifted; that wee are lanctiſied in and by the 
bloud of Chꝛiſt Jeſus, Rom. Chap. 3. vetſ. 
27. we be abſolued from our ſinnes, neicher 
tan bee condemned any wiſe, beeing ſo wats 
ranted by him, which is eternall, by whome 
we obtaine life and a which contiuu⸗ 
ech for euer. 


.E 


Rom, 


E 3. 


The Conſolation 
Rom. Chap. 10. verſ. . 


If thou ſhalt confeſſe with thy — the Lord 
I eſus , and ſhalt beleeue in thy heart that 


God rayſed him vp from death, . ſhalt 
be ſaned. 


H Dw eaſie the way of calurtion is vn⸗ 


to vs. S. Paule ſheweth in this place, 

not vſing many woꝛds, neither ſen- 
ding vs backe to the pzofound and deepe ſe⸗ 
crets of almightie God, but giueth vs to vn⸗ 
derſtand, that by the grace of God which is 
in vs, we are ſaued it ſo be we hould faſt the 
faich not lightly in the Bꝛaine, but rooted 
pꝛofoundly in the heart, appꝛehending per⸗ 
fectly Jeſus Chyiſt: which once died fo? our 
ſinnes, and roſe againe foz our juſtification, 
aàs it is in the 4. Chap. of this Epiſtle, And 
although the confellion of the mouth bee rc» 
yuired : Which pꝛincipally ſerueth fo2 an out⸗ 
ward teſtimonp, and a manifeſt declaration 
of the hope which is in vs, yet eſpetially wee 
mull haue the heart lyne lye touched with a 
ſure perlwaſion of faith, whoſe month will 
not bee ſtopped. Seeing that with the heart 
we beleeue: and with the mouth declare our 
zjufkilication, & as the Pꝛophet ſaith in 116. 
Pſalme verſ. Io. I haue belecued, and there⸗ 


to + Zhauel . 
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7 Acts Chap. 10. ver. 43· | 
To him do all the Prophets giue witneſſe that 
+ | * through bis name all that beleeue in him 


? might receiue remiſſiam of ſane, 


CT is tht by the meanes of faith in Chiif, 
f tf we doe obtaine fo2gtueneſſe of ſinne 
| =ifſobe we aſſure and reſt our ſelues whos 
' | 1y vppon the merrit and interceſſion ofhim, 
* | following the predictions and wiitings not 
only of the Pꝛophets, but of thoſe alſo which 
| 


haue Pꝛopheſied in che vnitie of the ſame 

ſpirite, whereby we attaine fully all the pꝛo⸗ 
miſes of eternall life , by and chꝛough the Fl 
meanes of Chniſt Jeſiis,and let this befoza | þ 
full confirmation of this Article. | 


Of Repentance. 


Dz fo much as the grace of God 


ech 
Dand ſaluation hath appeared to al 


3 
men, to the end we might giue o⸗ 
NON ver al vnfaithfulneſſe and wozlds 
ip deſires, and that we ſhould line iuſtly in 
| allchiiſtiavitie, ſeeing we be bought by the 
bloudoftheimmaculateLibe Jeſus Chhiſt, 
and therefoze pught to bee vnto him a pecus 
Liar people,ginen vnto all good wozkes, for 
82 , E4 this 


this cauſe we mult take greatheede,chat we 
abuſe not the great benignitie and long ſufe 
ferance of God, by continuing in ſinue and 
iniquitie, which is the onlp meanes to heape 
vppon vs his wzath and vengeaunce to our 
tondemnation. Foz whenloeuer we erre oz 
fall into ſinne, whether it be by the imperkec⸗ 
tion of our nature, o frailtie of our fleſh ( ſuł⸗ 
ficient meanes to heape the burning coles ot 
Gods ſeueritie vpon vs, if in judgement hee 
mould ſtand againſt vs) yet we mult not de⸗ 
kerre from day to day: but rent gur heartes 
not our garments, and in earneſt contrition 
of our ſoules, and ſincere repenting by con - 
feſſing ourmilerable eſtate, and deſirous to 
dee loolſed from the heauie burden of our 

ſinnes, ſhewe all duetie and amendment of 

Lite. Foz as ſaint Cyprian ſaith, that the firſt 
degree ok our felicitie, is to commit no ſinne: 
- To the ſccond is to acknowledge our ſinne 
committed. Therefoze whenſotuer we fall 
(as who is not vncleane in theeyes of his 
- *Creato2 : And the righteous man ſinneth 
- *feauentimes adap) et we mult not lye gro- 
-neling-on the ground, but rayſe vp our 
ſelues by faith in the pꝛomiſes of God, & in 
the hope of eternal life,aſſuring our ſelucs, 
that he will receiue vs to mercie, and ſpꝛed 
e = bpon 
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NI the Sole. 


and wee ſhall not want: he hath placed vs as 
a ſignet on his finger , and pꝛinted vs in the 


palme of his right hand, ſo that none ſhall be 


able to plucke vs ol, oꝛ blot vs out of his res 
membꝛance, but of his mercie he hach rege⸗ 
nerated vs, and made vs parcakers of the in⸗ 
ward waſhing ſealed into vs in che outward 
, Baptilme,and grafting vs into the bodie of 
Chailt by recetuing vs into his Church, ne» 
uer to be hereafter excluded from his grace, 
and foꝛgiueneſſe of ſinne, though wee fall by 
tnfirmitie into the ſame ſinne againe: which 
may bee a conkutation of the irronious and 
deteſtable opin;on of the Nouations, rene⸗ 
wed by certaine Ocritickes in our time, but 
ſufficiently repꝛoued and condemned by the 
fathers out of the woꝛd of God: Fo; rein 


the pꝛomiſes of God bee made onelpfo) his 


people and his Church, thzough grace and 

mercie vnto them, which map appeare in the 
effects of the ſame, by notable example of 
wozthy memozie hereafter declared, that ik 
in the tyme of the Law and old Teſtament, 
GOD hath chewed htmſelfe fauourahleto« 
wards thofe, which of goodwil haue dzawne 


themſeluestowardeshim : how much moꝛe 
will hee ſpꝛed n the bꝛight WE 


vpon vs bis grace: fo) he i our Shepheard, 
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3 The Conſolation 


bianfercte to vs, vnder p raigne of his ſonne 
AJeſus Chyift, by whom and though whom 
de maketh vs free inheritours of the trea« | 
ſures ot his grace. Let vs ſee now what dee 
claration weehaue of theſe (hinges in * 
Scripture, 


\ 


Deut.Chap.4.ver. 20- 


When thou' art in tribulation , and all theſe 
things are come vpon thee, if if thou returne 
to the Lord thy God, and be obedient to his 
voyce, for the Lord thy Goa is a mercifull 
24, be will not forſake thee , neither de- 
122 nor forget he n to thy fathers to 
Nin. t. 


Oles ſpeaketh in this place vnto vs 
vnder the perſon ofthe people of Il⸗ 
rael , chat thereby wee might make 
een ſure that it by the vanities of our 
mynde wee commit Idolatrie, and wozſhip 
range Gods, therby toꝛrupting our ſelues, 
aum deſtruing the wath of our God vpon 
vs, by falling into diners euilles and calas. 
mities: pet if wee repent,and bee diſplcaſed 
with our ſelues in hauing offended ſuch a 
merrikull GOD, and deſiring to ſerue him 


n in pole and being 0 


- & 
4 . - ; N ; 
* 5 9 * of 
* RES. 
— "I * 5 
* 
7 3 1 6 $ 4 1 
4 4 % 1 — 1 4 6 * " 
* 1 . 2 o "* 
- 4 , * N abr , M_— * 2 . ** 5 7 8 7 8. * 5 . 
2 "op : 2 * . ; es : 4 , 3 2 * 
ö 2 e TO Wo. J. BCT TOI 1 MS. I „ le No . 
v = > on ö 8 1 ®; D n of #5 »* / -*% 4 a * * bl 4 n - . * a 3s; 07 — 4 
* wa Ff N n 8 * — * 4 3 1 . . 2.0 5 : 155 wh 


| oftheSoule,” © | 
the vaies ol our life, he will ceaſe from punts - 
thing, and perfopne his pꝛomiſes made in 


aud by the meditation of his Doune Chꝛiſt 
Jelus. 


| Pſalm. 5 i. ver. 19. 


The ſacrifice of Gods a holy ſpirite, a contrite 
and broken heart, Oo Lorde thou Wilt not 


deff-iſe. 


T Vele are the wowes of Dauid, which he 
ſetteth downe as apatterne and example 
ok a true penitent man, ſtrucken by the ſpirit 
of God, who declareth vnto vs, that in the 
feeling of his weakenes and bnwotthines, 
he is ouercome, he is afflicted in his ſoule, 
and ſozowfull in his heart, complapning toz 
his ſinnes, watering his couch with his teas 
tes, greeuouſiy pained lyeth groniug all the. 
day long, he repenteth that he hath done a⸗ 
mille. he humbleth himſelfe befoze his < 'OÞ 
in Sackcloth and Aſhes: This is the man 
whole Sacrifice the Lozde — 
bꝛoken and contrite hart he neuer deſpiſeth: 
who plealeth him moze then all the Sarriſi⸗ 
tes ok the Beaſts þ haue hoznes and houkeg, 
chen the offrings of their newe Monies, ann 


3 of bigh and woune e 


= 
„ ; | 
* 4 
2 * £ * - 
8 3 1 
* - 
* 4 


The Confolition 


dolatours, which thinke to honourand ſerne 
him with any faith and repentance, 


Prouer. Chap. 28.ver.1 3. 
He that hideth his ſinnes ſhall not proſper, hut 
he that confe eſſeth and PEW them l 


haue WET CIC. 


Toe holy Gholt doth certifte vs here, that 
although there can no euill happen vnto 


 him,whichhumbleth himſclf befoze God by 
acknowledging his ſinne, and that there is 


grace, fozgiuencſſe & mercie offered to thoſe 
which feele themſelues guilty, and acknow⸗ 


ledge their tranſgreſſians, aſking abſolutiõ 
and deliuerance by a true amẽdment of life, 
A doe thinke this place of Scripture pꝛin⸗ 


to comfozt the penitent Sinner, which are 
very ſozte that they haue offended ſo heauene 
Iy a father, who is of long ſuffring and com⸗ 
paſſiõ, who is in Scripture named the God 
of all comfozt and conſolation: and therefoze 
they will not hide their ſinne, but confeſſe it 
vnto the Lozd, who will heale all their infir- 


\ 


then all the vanittes of the ſuperſticious Ys 


cipally to be touched among the rfft,becaule : 
the holy Ghoſt of purpoſe ſetteth it downe 


Ante, aud cleanſe them fromtheir news, | 


ol the Soule. | 
for the Lozd is mercifull vnto al ſuch as tall 
vponhim,pea,al ſuch as call vpon him faiths 
fully. Paſt thou then bene a blaſphemer, a 

robber, a lyer? Haſtthou giuen thy ſclfeco 
Uſurie? Art thou couetous?Haſt thou bene 
a Foꝝnicatoꝛẽ an Avulterer ? If thou leaue 
thy blaſphemie, fozſake thy euill doing, hun 
couetouſnes as a Serpent: it᷑ thou flpe from 
the paths of the ſtrange woman, and the des 
licious pampering of the belly:if thou flyeſt 
from euill, and doeſt the thing that is good: 
if thou abhoxeſtt ſome of the light wo⸗ 

man, e the alluring bed of the Parlot: doubt 
not, but thy ſivnes be foꝛgiut᷑, the debt papy, 
the wiath of God againſt thee is pacifted by 

the ſight of the Lambe which ſtãdeth on the 
Mount. Meare the wiſedome of God, which 
ſapth, he that leaueth his ſinne ſhall obtaine 
mer tic: Haft thou then left thy wickedneſſe⸗ 
Art thou become a newe man? Haſt thou a» 
mended thy euill life: God will ſhewe thee. 
mercie and compaſlion: we neede not to goe 
karre to ſeeke pzoofes and teſtimonies ofthe 
grace of God towards vs, the very amende⸗ 
ment ok our life is an euident demõſtration 
ofthe ſame, which the Pꝛophet Dauid felt in 
the 32. Plal: when he ſayth, then J acknow⸗ 
log my ſinne vnto thee, neither did J hive 


mene 


A Ltrhough by our offences we eſtrãge 
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The Conſolation 


myne iniquitie: fo2 J thought, J will ton 


felie againſt my ſelfe my wickedneſſe vnto 
the Loꝛd, and thou foꝛgaueſt the puniſhment 
of my fault. Therefoze ſhall euery one that 
is godly make his pꝛater vnto thee in a time 
when thou maiſt be found: ſurely the flood of 
great water ſhall not come nere him. Thou 
art my ſecret place, thou pꝛeſerueſt me from 
my trouble, and compaſles me about wich 
toyfull deltuerance, unt: 


Eſay Chap. 5 5. ver. 7. 31 

Seeke ye the Lord while he may be found, call 
Vvpon him while he is neere. Let the wicked 
forſake his owne waies and the vnrightuour 
his owne imaginations , and returne unt 
the Lord, & he will haue mercie vpõ him, 


br for he is ready to forgiue. For my thoughtes 


are not as your thoughtes, neither are your 
waies as my waies faith the Lorde. For as 
the beauens are higher then the earth : ſo 
are my waies higher then your waies , and 
men thoughts aboue Jour ti oughts. 


; and withdꝛawe our ſelues greatly frã 


. 


God, he is neuertheleſſe nere at hand 
kull 


ol the Soule- EY 


Full like: it we be touched with a true repens : 
tance:it wee commit our ſelues vnto him if 
we call vpon him with all our hearts, c with 
all our ſaules, we may be ſure he wilbe mer⸗ 
cifull vnto vs, as the Pꝛophet ſayth, And als 
though our ſinnes abound, yet his mercie a- 


boundeth much moze: though our iniquities 


(as we thinke)are inſinite, and without pars 
don, not eſteeming the goodnes and clemen⸗ 
cie of God, accoꝛding to his greatneſſe and 
tufinite mercies,bur accoding tothe weak⸗ 
neſſe and frailtie of our vnderſtanding: vet 
wee ſee that the Loꝛde ſheweth by his Pꝛo⸗ 
phet, that his thaughtes and his woꝛkes doe 
2 — all that is in vs, oz can come from 
vs, Fo2 although our ſinnes were in num⸗ 
ber as the ſande ol the Sea, oz as the ſtarres 
of they yet we know that he holdeth the 
Sea in his hand, and calleth the Starres by 
their names: fo; as the Deauen is in tompa · 
riſon of the Earth, ſo are his mercies to⸗ 
wards all that call vpon him. Mhyſhould 
anythen miſtruſt the benignitie of G DD, 
ſeeing he is ſo carefull to aſſure vs of the foꝛ⸗ 
giueneſſe of our ſinnes, N rec we doe 
cal rei him. 


* 


ie Conſolation 
Exech. Chap. 18. ver. 2 1. 


the wicked will turne from his ſinnes , that 
. * be hath committed, and keepe all my ſta- 
tutes, and doe all that is lawfull and right, 

he Hal ſurely liue, and not ayeral his tranſa 
greſſions which he hath comitted ſhall not 
be mentronea vnto him. Haut [ any deſire 
that the wicked ſhould dye, ſaith the Lord, 
or (hall hee not liue if he retourne from his 
waies? T herfore returne and repent you for 
-your tranſg reſſions, ſo iniquitie ſhall not bee 
your dleſtruction. Caſt away ſt om you all 
your tranſgreſſions wherby you haue tranſ- 
greſſed , and make you a newe heart, and a 
newe ſpirite : for Why will you dye O houſe 
of Ifratl. | 


1ÞeLopd in this place ſpeaketh not 


& JF lech by frailtie and weakeneſſe of 
fleſh, but to the wicked, which of mallice and 
tcrueltie hach robhed and ſhed innocfe blood, 
who hath oppꝛeſſed the needie, and ſolde the 
pooze fo2 olde ſhooes, who hath whined after 
his neighbours wife, c hath bene partakers 
with the Adulterers: which haue runned fri 
Bethel to Dan. and from Dan to Bethel to 
ſerue Eraunge Gods: which haue tern 

+ _w 
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efthe! oufe: 


ok their dwnefleth to heise and haue 7 
ten the offringes ok the beadt to thefe which 
uke ſinne as water, and dꝛawe iniquitie 
with eozdstto theſe I ſap ſpeakethcheLozy, 
and telleth them, that if they doe truely res 
pent them ok allicheir niiſdeedes which they 
baue committed, chey hal neuer be imputen 
to them againe, they ſhall be veliuered krom 
them, and mave partakers ok eternal life, if 
his repentäte be true, not kained, but peelds 
bimſelf wholly to ſerue his God, though his 
obedience be imperkect, and there bee ſome 
want in him: pet hee ſhall bee waſhed in the 
blood of the Lambe;by his woundes he ſhall 
be healed, and in his weakeneſle he ſhall bee 
made ſtrõg:he ſhalbe holy, be tauſe he which 
hath called him is holy . And in this reſpecs 
ere Chꝛiſtians called oftentymes tuft in ho⸗ 
ly Scripture though there bee ſome imper⸗ 
feetions in them vaylie to bee ſcene; vet this 
is ſhewed to declare the wãderful and great 
bountie and cfemencie of God towards vs, 
that hauing offended him in breaking his oz 
dinaunces , and ſo made guiltie ot eternal 
death: pet that he vouchlafeth to call vs as 
gaine vnto him and to leretch foꝛth his arme 
all the day long to take vs vp when we were 


fall em exhoxeethvs „ 
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he Confol. 10 


ta newneſſe of life, whichis the token and e⸗ 
uident teſtimonie of a true conuerſian and 
newe regeneration by the holy Ghoſt, And 
. gommaundeth vs to repent, as 
ding 29} a pꝛomiſe ot life and ſaluation, he ſhe⸗ 
wechthat hee would haue bs touched to the 
guicke, and truely ſozie fo2 our faultes com⸗ 
Kaba „ with fixme and ſtedfaſt purpoſe to 
better in time to tome: fo that here wee 
may knowe what kinde of man he is, which 
ſhall not periſh, but ſhall haue eternall Wes 
Köck ing to this pꝛomiſe. 


— 3 Zach. Chap. 1. ver. 3. , lu 
Refur ne you tome faith the Lad if 22 Im 
andi will cturue unto peu. Ii 


F]Ercismetd atherexhoztation torepfrance 
©... topned with the pzomile and reconcilias 7 
tion to God, pberpilike vnto that Kare 
r "Math, Chap. 4. ver. 17. | 9 
Amend eee the ere, of ieee 
s at bandi 0 
| Tons is che t <a derbe Un 
made tothe people of Alrael, agreeable 
|; tothat where r admoniſheth ex 
05 a ES uery. 


ain wit $4 bf © 


of the Soule. 

uery one to repentance and amendement of 
like: which that they may ÿ better perkozme, 

he avdeth this reaſon and pꝛomiſe, that the 
grace of God, the remiſſton of ſinnes and 
the reconciliation with God, is pꝛeſent and 
neere to them by the pꝛeaching of the Goſ⸗ 
pell, which is here called the kingdome of 
God: ko by this meanes the tyʒannp of Sas 
than is deſtroyed and ouerthꝛowneꝛthe fozce 
of ſinne dead: the kingdome of Chziſt glo⸗ 
riouſly extolled and lift vp on hye, raigning 
in the hearts of thoſe , which by his lpirite 
haue felt the vertue vnto newneſſe of life, a 
ſufficient token to aſſure vs in this life to be 
made partakers of his de in the 
like to tome. 


Math. Chap 9.13. 


7 am not come to call the: rightuous » bat fo- 
ners to repentaunce. 


This! is the anſwer of our Sauiaur made 
to Phariſtes, who finding themſelues 
offended that he and his companie did eate 
with Publicanes and Yarlots, with ſinfull 
and leandliuers;thought him a glutton any 


loſe fellowe. Fd} theſe men counting then 5 


{clues onely the people - GDD.erred and 
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- ſo much iultifted themſelues, and betaketh 


this mean ꝛs he might dꝛawe them kr their 
vice and iniquitics, and hing them into the- 


and the iuſt, the Paince of life, that is to ſay, 


; from them their e. ; 


" The Confolation =» 


edzrupted themſelues, in ſucha ſozte., that 
they accounted all other vtterly pzofapne, 
Whereupon our Sauiour, Chailt ſheweth 
wherefoze he leaueth their companies , who 


bimſelfe and all his to poote ſinners, though 
they were wicked and euill in like, that by 


right way. Tothole then. which doe repenk ; 
pk their ſinnes , appercapneth the grace ok 
God, foꝛz repentance is the very effect ofthe 
ſonne of God, which bzingeth laluation vnto 


all peo ple. 
Acts 3. ver. 19. 
24 mend your 5 therefore and turne, t hat 
your ſinnes may be put away. 3 


T Hoſe to whom Peter ſpake in this place; 
had put and deliuered to death the holie 


our Lowe Jeſus Chaiſt: pet he exhoꝛteth ch# 
to a godly conuerſation of life, pzomiſinlx 
that their ſinnes ſhall bee fozginen them, ſa 
that the grace of God is ſhewed fozthto all 
men, whom the Loꝛde counteth by putting 


4 . © . - 


* 
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ofthe Sone. 
Acts Chap. 5. ver. 3 1. 


T his is that peſus whome GOD hath lift vp 
with his right hand to bee a Prince and 4 
Sauiour, to giue repentaunce of ſinnes to Nia 
rael, and forgiuenes of ſinnes. | 


Tobis is ſpoken to this ende, that the Low 
© Jeſus hath bzonght vs vnto ſaluacion by 


8- repentaunte, which is neuer ſeperated from 
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Erbe foꝛgiuenes of finne, 


1. Cor. Chap. y. ver. io. 


8 | Godly ſorowe cauſeth repentance to ſaluation. 


Tbe profapneand wicked men continual 
lp doc reioyce in their wickedneſſe, and 


den their harts in their ſinnes, neuer tea⸗ 


2 ng till their accurſed ioye bee turned into 


weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, by the wilt 
and feareful iudgement of God, who calteth 
all ſuch into vtter perdition: but they, which 
haue the feare of God, after that they haur 
done amiſſe in any ſozte bee greatly ſozic in 
beart, weeping aud lamenting that 1 — ol⸗ 
kended ſuch a gracious God, and alwaies 


ſuffer extreme greifes becauſe they offenden 


him, in bꝛeaking his commandements. The 
rulers which had the N of the chu 
7 . 0 


s ( | onfolation. 


of Corinth, beeing reptehended by 5 Paule 
fo2 their ſlouthfulnes and llownes, in not ac⸗ 
quitt ing themſelues krõ the flaunders which 
was repoꝛted of them, had koꝛ this thing ſuch 
a diſpleaſure and ſoꝛowe in themſelues.that 
the Apoſtle thought it commodious # pꝛoli⸗ 
table fo2 their ſaluation, On which example 
he dzaweth this excellent and notable ſen⸗ 
tence, that the ſozowe, whieh is accoꝛding to 
the will of God fo? offending him in neglecs 
ting the charge committed to vs, is pꝛolita⸗ 


ble. And this is dꝛawne by an vſuall faſhion, 


to bzing the offendoz to repentaunce, and ta 
indute a man into an ardent deſire to do bets 
ter in tyme to come: which is the way and 
perfect meanes to come into the pozte of ſal⸗ 
uation;fo2 ſuch a kinde of repentaunce none 
dught to bee viſpleaſed , but rather bee glad 
nd reiopce koꝛ it. 


Ioh. 1. Epiſt. Chap. 1. ver. 9. 


If wee acknowledge our ſinnes, he is faithful 
and iuſt to forgine vs, & to clean/e vs from 
all our unrightwoufneſſe. 


Sthe pooze ſicke man ought to de⸗ 
A late his diſeaſe to the Phiſitis, ther⸗ 
* - hpto receiue helpe of his griefe:cuen 
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ſoought {web (alikemaner.ca acknobitevgs 
the 5 — deſire of the ſoule befoꝛe Godz 
not chat hee is ixnozanCof them, dꝛ that hee 
hath needeof.any aduertiſement: but to this 
ende, that we may beare witneſſe of our ſoz⸗ 
rowfull repentaunce'andhumilicte , which 
ſhalt neuer be without foxgineucs of ſinnes 
appꝛehending the pꝛomiles ol God, who in⸗ 
fallably will fulfill his wozkes, beeing true 
and _u in all his me nah EA 
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e ter amd Menberfull 1 58 of 
— ſhowevz when he vouchſafech 1 
to open the heauens vnto vs pooze 5 
mecchiy rreatures of the earth, making vs 
fit td ontet into his xloziouskingdome;lays 
ing downe his eare to heare and vnderſtand 
dur deſires and requeſtes, and exalting the 
. payers — wie make to him in our need, 
at ſuch tyme as we be molt pooze and mils 
rable, Kan in greateſt daunget: but the care 
he hach of vs, — how much he loueth vs is 
ſcene in this, that heehimlelfe warneth and 
ſtirreth vs vp, by teaching vs to pꝛay, wich 
aſſurance that he will graũt vs our requeſts, 
12 he fulſilleth when wee truely require 
F 4 "ny 


| LO N 0 


him of his — cla wher⸗ 

- of wee haue manifould tellimonies in the 
woꝛd of . we wil ſet yowneas 
woxb'ye noting. 6 


Plat x04 ver. 5. 


Call vppen me in tyme of trouble and I will 
| heipe thee and thou ſhalt honor mme. 


"A though the time when i in dur ſoules we 
are afflicted by feeling our ſinne, oz o⸗ 
ther wile be in tribulation o payne, oꝛ ſome 
perrill o2 daunger: may thꝛeaten vs that our 
— is offended with us, and will det roye 
vs: yet he pꝛomiſethus by the Prophet Da- 
uid to beliuer vs from alleuill, 46ſs wee ho⸗ 
noꝛ bim, and earneſtly veſire in dur pꝛapers 
bi. wrt ei daneevn: 
0 4 ils 1D ddd I. 
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1 Pal. 145. ver. 18. 


7 be: Lord ir untere to all that call vppon bim, 
aps to all that call vppon him in trueth, he 
Will falfill the deſire of thoſe that feare him, 
Nu will beare their crye and ſaue them. 


; 


\ Lbeie ſometyme i may ſecme that God 


* bee {arr refrhmps,ltu that he doth 
not 


ei as 5c th & * £36 * 2 
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Or tne soule. 
not ſo biſibly appeare vnto vs, as he is wont, 
vrt we map be ſure that he is not farre of, if 
with our whole heart and affe ction we pzap 
unto him, il wee bee moued by the feare and 
reuerence of his name, to obepe him: if wee 
call vpon him in this lozte , he will exalt vs, 
and will deliuer vs kroin all our linncs, 


pſal. G. ver. 1. 


O Lord rebuke me not in thine anger, neither 
chaſten me in thy heauie difpleaſure:haue 
mercie upon me for I am weake , O Larde 

heale me for wiy bones are bruſed : my ſoule 
i ſore, troubled ,\ but Lorde how long wilt 
than delay . Returne O Lorde deliuer my 
ſoule, fave me for thy mercie ſake - for in 
dcath there is no remembrance of thee,and 

in the graue Who ſhall praiſe thee. 


D2 as muchas Dauid layth in the 34. 
palme, that the epes ot the Lode are 
vpon the iuſt, and his eares are readie 

to heare their mone, in harkening vnto them 
wheu they crye, and deliuering them from al 
their tribulatious:and leaſt lome men might 
thinke, that pooꝛe ſinners are caſt away fi 
God and he wil not vouchſafe to heare their 
krequeſtes, wee heare the Mophet Dauid 
Uk Paying 
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n eures aiuſt man, but as 

vne keeling himſelke greatly guiltie of his 
infirmities, as it is plainly ſhewevinthe 38. 
 Pſalm;of the like ſoꝛt alſo is it when he con⸗ 
felſeth his intquittes to haue ouerwhelmed 
bim, which like a burthen is heauier chen he 
is able to beare: Fo2 all this, vet he teſtiſieth 
that although he were pooze and miſerable, 
by reaſon ok his ſinnes, yet God had accep⸗ 
ted his pꝛapers, and taken pitie and 1 
oth on him, 


Pfalm. 86. ver. 3. 8 PAK 5 


Be merciful vnto me O Lord, for 7 crye vnto 
theecontinually;reioyce the ſoule of 05 ſer- 
ant, for onto thee O Lord qo I lift vp my 
head. For thou O Lord art goad mercifull, 
and of greut i to all them that call 


vpon hee. 


4 0 


Auibbeetniin extant; deſtredol 
God to bee reſtoꝛed in his foule, put⸗ 
ting ihe aſſurance of his plapers vp⸗ 
pon the natural loue of God, who is by nas 
ture gentle, and merctfull accoyding to his 
pꝛomiſe: pea he is the very ſelle ſame foun⸗ 
dation, vpou which the poozc afflicted ought 
.t6 comfort and wan themſelues in heart 

ann 
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and loule, and dby feruent payer vnto God | 


be veliuered from un iniquities. 


Ioel Chap. 2. ver. 3 2. 
Whoſoener calleth upon the name of rhe Lord 


ſball be ſaued. e 
Av if cannot bee without helpe, good. 
neſle, and ſoueraigne power of God, 
by calling vpon him accoꝛding to his pꝛami⸗ 
ſes, tothe ende wee may get his kauour and 
grace, which is here pꝛomiſed vnto vs, as a 
conſolation and comfogte in the greateſt mi⸗ 
ſerie and affliction that we haue: whoſocuer 
then of what condition oz eſtate he bee, whe⸗ 
ther rich 02 pooꝛe, great oʒ ſmall, that doth 
acknowledge his omnipotent and infinite 
power, if he humble himſelke befoze his Ma⸗ 
ieſtie, and heartely pꝛay him foz mercie, let 
bim aſſure himſelfe that he ſhall bee exalted, 
and (hat God will be fauourable vnto him. 


S faith is neuer witho ut repẽtance, 


[Taha 
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0h Chap. 16. ver. 23. 


ſhall aske m1 father in my name he ſhall 
Line it you abe _—_ ſhall receine, that 


' Jourzoye may bæ fu 


kethvs certaine that our pꝛayers are 
exalted: not fo2 our owne woꝛthineſſe, but 
byhis fauour : not by the deſert of any crea⸗ 
ture either in heauen 02 earth, but in and foz 
bis ſake onely, who is our aduocate and re⸗ 


and teach vs to pꝛay vnto his father with this 

pomiſe, that we ſhall neuer bee ſent emptie 

FF _ away, but after this moꝛtalitie hath put on 

BY immorcalitie, this cozruption cal put on ins 

corruption: we ſhall be receiued into (oy and 
| 


conſolation fo) euer. 

=. Ton 1 Epiſt Chap. 5. ver. 14. 

W t - This is the aſſurance that we haue of GOD, 
1 that if wet aske any thing according to his 
will, he will heare vs. And if we know that 
he heareth us, whatſoexer we acke, we know 
that we ſhal obtaiue, et we haue 200 red 
of him. I 


to God in our Webers PRO 
his 


2 e, {ſay vnto yon, IE 


His is the Sonne of God our Saui⸗ 
our Chꝛiſt which ſpeaketh, and mas | 


deemer, Apon this cõſidence he doth warne 


WIV cannot be in doubt when we come 


is coͤmmaundements and pꝛomiſe, but that 

e ſhall be heard and recetue ſuch things as 
ve want, which condemneth choſe men gs 
all vpon ſtrange Gods: yea,on thoſe which 
are no Gods, and pay to thoſe which are des 
« ſyarted out of this life, who can haue no cer⸗ 
s [faintte of their pꝛavers. But wee mult bee 
: certain? , that GDD doth hearkenvnto vs 
| 


when wee pꝛap to him, as wee are taught in 
his holy woꝛde: fo he hath pꝛomiſed to giue 
and graunt vs ſuch things as we aſ ke him, 
being neceſſary and confozmable vnto his 
will, which are the meanes whereby he vſech 
to doe vs good, and to giue vs his grace in 
all and conuenient tyme. 


Rom. Chap. 8. ver. 26. 


Likewiſe the ſpirite alſo helpeth our infirmi- 
ties, for wee knowe not ho to pray as wee 
ought, but tbe ſpirite maketh requeſt for vs 
with ſighings, which cannot bee expreſſed, 
but he which ſearcheth 8 What 1s 
the meaning of the ſpirite, ſeing he maketh 


requeſt for the Since according to the 
will ef God. 


As by the holy Ghoſt wee are lead to the 
ue knowledge: of our laluation;lo by it 
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wie are made certaine of the ſame, being che kt 
. -* FTeraleaudcarncſtof our inheritaunce, which C 
- - reftificth with our Spirite, that wee be the] ® 
ſonnes of God in that wee hate all euill, and tl 
on the contrary take pleaſure in the lawes "i 
ofthe Lozd. Fo? it is the Spirit whichcom: | * 
fozteth vs in our affliction, and ſtrengthned f 
vs in our weakueſle,in making vs beare pa⸗ 0 
riently the burden of our tribulation and ads | *. 
uerſities: in ſo much, that our affections be⸗ ; 
ing at variance among themſclues, &many | * 
tymes llowe to pꝛaper, are pet ſtirred vp by 
the holy Ghoſt, who teachcth vs to ſtay our 
1 ſelues vpon the pꝛomiſes, that we are toaſke | | 
TER of God with deſire and earneſt affection of | 
EF! _ + Hearc,whichcannof bee declared in woꝛdes. 
i By this meanes are our pzayers exalted to 


So, and accoumpted inſt and reaſonable, 
| being made by the holy Gholk, which is the 
Sprnite ok God, God who acknowlergeth 
and accepteth that which is his, and pꝛocee⸗ 
deth from him by giuing vs deliuerance, and 
adiadge vs vnts ſaluation.Seing then that! 
our p2ayers ought to bee oꝛdered accoꝛding 
vnto the will of God, and done in ſuch ſince⸗ 
ritie and ſinglenes of heart, we may comfozt 

vur ſelues in the vertue of his grace, and a⸗ 
peration ot the holy Ghoſt, To this is — 
Is | ME [ jat, 
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of the Soule. 
char; which the Apoſtle teacheth in this 

| Chapter,chat bythe ſpirite of adoption wee 
map boldiy crye abba father. In this maner 
then ought wee to al ke in faith, and certain⸗ 
tie without doubting, (as S. James exhoz- 
teth vs)being foundedvpon the aſſuraunce. 
that wee haue of the fatherly goodnelle of 
| Gan towards vs, by the holy e 


Parables, & ſmilitudes of the grace & mer- 
0 cie o fGod towards poore ſinners, W which do 


POE them ſelues. 


ie T is maniteſt not onelp by all 
tte lapinges which heretcfc22 
are ſchewed, and other places 
ol holy Scripture to the ſame 
SR purpole, touching the grace ok 
God pꝛalfered vntovs by the foꝛgiuenes of 
our ſinnes: but alſo by certaine Parables 
and Similitudes, which ſerue vs as pꝛomi⸗ 


ſes,and which our Sauiour Chzift hath ven 


oz our comfoꝛt: as we map reade in the 15. 
of S. Luke. The firſt is of the Sheepe that 
went aſtray, and was loſt in the wildernes, 
whome the Sheepheard ſceketh earneffly, 

and finding it, taketh it vpon his ſhoulders, 


| byingeth it home , and reioyceth moze auer 
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Ĩhit one, chen foꝛ the nintie and nine which 
he h din like ſoꝛte ( ſaich our Sauidur) is it 
in ſheauen, fo one ſinner that repenteth him 
ſelfe. Math ſiune then deceiued thee? hath it 
carted thee away tt om the flocke of Chiff, 
and made thee ſtrap from the right path: Art 
thou in the middeſt ok a Delert; in daungtt 
of a rozing Lyon, the entmie to thp ſalua⸗ 
tion : ¶Qithdꝛawe thy ſi elke betimes, and re⸗ 
tant okthyſtreying; and goe to thy flocke, 
Wi +  leaſtthoupcriſhvutcerly:returnevutothp ſo⸗ 
ws * ueraigne Sheepheard Jeſus Chziſt, which 
1 will bee gentle vnto thee, neither ſtande in 
voubt but that he wil receine thee, if thou re⸗ 
turne to him, ſeing he goeth ſeeking and cal⸗ 
ling thoſe which goe aſtrape to bing, them 
into his fould: and when thou art returned 
be not afrapde, but be ſure of thy ſaluation, 
and retoyce , foꝛ the Angels t in heauen re⸗ 

. lopce (02 thee, 


Luke, Chap. 16:ver.1 8. 
As woman which hath loſt a pere of ſiluer, 


; after ſhe hath found it againe reteyeeth : ſa 
_ doth the Angels of Goa for a ſummer. which 
dot h repent. 


At we loſe our felaes teure 6wne 


_ bee gone of our eſtraping from 
God, 
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God: yet fo) all this he houldeth vs ſo deare 
and pꝛecious, and hath ſuch care of vs, chat he 
will neuer fo2ccec vs; but pꝛouideth foꝛ our 
ſaluation,bzingeth vs to himſelfe, keepes vs 
as his owne, euen as though he ſhould keepe 
ſome excellent treaſure: fo2 which the cele⸗ 
ſtiall and heauenly Angels doe ſing fort ioye 
and gladneſſe. 


Luke Chap. 15. ver. 1 1. 12. 


Y the goodneſſe of the father towardeg 
his pꝛodigall ſonne, our Sauiour ſhes 
weth the great clemencie of God our 
celeſtial kather towards pooꝛe ſamers,which . 
donuert themſelues vnto him. 
Itkbythe lightnes and fooliſhneſſe of our 
| mindes, and by the vanities of our harts we 
haue abuſed the goodnes of God either tem⸗ 
poꝛally oz ſpirituallp, by our owne meanes 
are dꝛawne from his commaundements in 
ſlouthfull and diſſolute life, and ſo fallen into 
confuſion,by feeling our pouertie and mile: 
rie? let vs not feare to turne againe to our 
God with true humblenes, acknowledging 
our miloeedes, ſeeing he is gentle and mers 
cifull, he will receiue vs as his childꝛen, he 
will 1 vs wich his 6 "in and — 
tua | 


vs vp the mote to conſider better of the mat⸗ 
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£ tuall graces, with all ioye and mirth. 

By the Parable and Similitude of the 
Publicane; acknowledginghimſcif apooze 
inner, ſtanding a farre of, and thinking him 
ſelfe vnwoꝛthie to lift vp his eyes to heauen, 
ſtriking his bzeaſes, and bewayling that he 
had neglectedthe mercies of God: our Sas 
uiour makes vs cerfaine, and perſwades vs 
of the tultification and mercie fo2 our ſinnes,. 
if truelp we feele our ſelues guiltie:if we be 
beaten and humbled in ourharts:if we haue 
a true diſpleaſure, and are ſozte that we haue 
offended our God: ik wee be ſo touched, wee 
wall linde him gentle and quiet towards vs. 


. examples touching the great merch 
"of God towards poore f Inners. 


A Lthough many momiſes and ene 


lent pꝛoofes be here ſec befoze vs, as 
ſufficient toquiet the conſcience of e⸗ 
uery one: notwithſtanding it ſhall be neede⸗ 
full to ſet fozxth ome examples, fo mote cer⸗ 
taintie and confirmation ofthe ſame, ſeeing 
that ſuch examples and inſtructions do ſtirre 


ter. Mherefoꝛe, asi in our firſt father Adam 
| your began to appeare: ſo in him alſo God 
thewed 
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of theSoule: © | 


tHewedthe firſt token ofmercie,whenhe ſay 
him loſt and fallen into death, he was cares 
full to raiſe him and ſet him vp againe, his 
clemencie he ſhewed there to be ſo much the 
greater. and his goodnes declared it ſelfe (a 
much openly: fo} after he had done ſo much 
good, and ſhewed him ſuch kauour to create 
him after his own likeneſle, hauing commits 
ted to him the ſole authozitie and dominion 
ok all things which are vnder heauen, onely 
aduertiſing him to obedifce, which he ought 
in tructh to haue per koꝛmed: yet among all 
theſe things ſo eaſte, he lendeth his eares to 
the craftinefſe of Sathan, rather then tothe 
voyce of his God, and at the length fell into 
inſidelitie and vnthankkulnes towards him: 
pet he left him not, noꝛ gaue him ouer in ſuch 
euilles, but goeth after him, although he had 
deſpiſed and offended him fo much, neither 
ſtayeth he till Adam came to ſeeke him: pea, 
the Loꝛde goeth firſt to finde him, not to as 
uenge himſelt, oꝛ to chide him by hard repꝛe⸗ 
henſtons, as in good right he might doe, but 
to bʒing him to the knowledge of his ſinne, 

and to giue him helpe foꝛ his ſaluation. O 
the goodneſſe of God, how marueilous and 
how wonderfull are his doinges, his mercie 
is excellent and great:foꝛ who knoweth nor 
G2 dae 
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that where 3 aboundeth , there his 


committing incelt (without thinking onit) 


: altogether vnkaithkull, diflopall, cruell, and 
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The Cor nfolation 


grace aboundeth much moꝛe. 
The ſinne of Lot was no light ſinne in 


with his owne daughters, vet God had mere 
cie on him, (as S. Peter teſtiſteth) calling | 
him a iuſt man, not in reſpect ofthe abhomi⸗ 
nable deede, but becauſe of the grace of God 
which ſhewed it ſelf in him, fo2 iuſt works || 
and ccodlineſle , that were in him all his life | 
tyme. 

Jacob hath not bene guiltles, fo1 deſiling 


hünmlelfe by inceſt with his two wines being 


lifers: yet God ceaſed not to continue his 


grace and faudur towardes him, following 


the pꝛomiſe made to his polteritie foꝛ euer. 
The xii. Patriarks the childꝛen of Jacob, 


are accuſed oz many diuers great faultes 


and mildeedes: as Ruben the firſt bozne des 
filed his fathers bed with Bilha one of his 
Concubines. Juda did the like with Tha⸗ 
mar his daughter in lawe, and although he 
knewe her not yet he is not excuſed. | 
Simeon and Leuy, ſhewed themſelues 


bloodie in the murther of the Shechimites, 
The other bzethzen mooued with wꝛath, ann 
fed with a like murthers 0 

bl 


pudent and without humanitie, that they ca⸗ 
red not to afflict their old father, by making 


him thinke that ſome wild beaſt had deuou⸗ 


red his ſonne and their bzother Joſeph: not⸗ 
withſtanding, foz all their mil deedes, God 
hath bene mercikull and bleſled them. q 
The ſinne of Aaron is in no wile to be ex. 
cuſed, although he had this honour of God to 
beare his woꝛde with his bꝛother Moſes to 


the people of Jſrael, and befoze the King of 


Egipt, being oꝛdayned an high Þ1ielft,a rus 
ler of his Church in the ſeruice was inſfitn⸗ 
ted by the lawe: yet he became ſo ſlouthfaull 
of ſo ſmall courage, that he ſuffered himſelke 
to bee guided by the affection of the blinde 
people, ignozant, and ſuperſticious, and not 


onely conſented to them in their wicked in 
terpꝛice, but he himlelfe became a woꝛkman 


and founder oktheir Jdoll;and a miniſter fs 
their Jdolatrie,ſetting vp the Alter, and aps 
poynting a feaſt to be ſolemnized foꝛ the ſexs 


uice of their Calfe:fo2 which Woſes his bꝛo⸗ N 
ther repꝛoued him very ſharply, as though he 
had bene onely the cauſe of this euill: fo he 


had by this meanes deſtituted, and diſapoins 


ted the people of the grace of God, who was 


readie to giue them ouer into the handes of 
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and cpligen, Alterward being placed in the 


b TIC CULLOIATIC 


enemies) tas we may reade in Deut 95 
 Chap.ver{.22,Yet his wath was paciſied, 


neither ceaſed he to continue his goodneſle 
towards him, but raiſed and eſtabliſhed him 
to the office ofthe high Pꝛicſt. 


It happened alſo that aftcrwardhecom- 


mitted a great fault, when he contented not 


himſclfe with the great office of the high 


Mieſt, which was graunted him and his 


ſonnes fot euer, but enuied his bꝛother Pos 


ſes, accuſing him as an vſurper, in taking 
on him the gouernement of the people, foz 
which hee eſteemed himlelfe as wotthie as 
Moſes was. Foz which cauſe, though Low 
was angrie againſt him, and his Siſter, and 


 Nroke them with Leapꝛoſie foꝛ the ſpace of 


ſeauen daies, (a iuſt puniſhment-fo2 ſuch a 
quarrell) yet he vſed ſo great clemencie tos 
wards them, that his wiath went no farther, 


and healed them. 


Akter that Dauid had concealed his flight 


rom Saul unte Abimilecke, and repozting 


not the trueth, was ſome cauſe p 85 Pꝛieſtes 
ere put to death by the commaundement 
of Saule, their townes were deflroyed and 


 Jacked, and all the dwellers therein paſſed 


on the edge of the ſwoꝛde, both men, women 


Crowne 


Criwneby the Ante; grace rot God, who 
had detiveredhim from ſo many daungers, 
and made him happely toraigne,and fought. 
ſo many woꝛthie victoꝛies, conquering all 
Gods and his enemies in the lande, made 
them tributaries to him: pet when the Sols 
diours fought againſt the Ammonites , and 
beſieged the Citie of Rabba, the Arke ofthe 
Lode beeing in Campe, he began to liuc in 
eaſe and pleaſure, remapning quietly in Je- 
rulalem, at whichtyme he committed aduls 
terie with Bethlabeth, not by the infirmitte 
of the fleſh, as if had not other meanes to ſas 
tiſſte his incontinencie, and to quench the Ts 
heate of his luſt: but by aviſozderev deſire, 1 
which made him commit whoredome with | 
his Subtects wife: and this alſo made his 
ſinne much mote greeuous, conſidering the | 
tyme wherein he ſhould haue beſtowed him 11] 
ſelfe in pꝛaier fo2 the good eſtate of his kings | 
dome, and the Arke of God: neither was he 
ſo ſatiſũed, ( but cloked ſinne with ſinne) fox 
he cauſed Urtas his fzithſull ſubicre to bee 
murthered by the enemies of God, thereby 
to couer the ſinne of adulterie: but altet hee 
knewe his ſinne, and God had receiued him 
to mercie, he repented him ok his miſdeedes, 
and receiued grace and fauony frs the Lond. | 
«\ G 4 Great 


__n 


* © maſſethe | 
" * high places that his father Ezechias had 


and filthte were the ſinnes of Ma 


with the Alters that he cauſed co bee built, 


tiles. he burnt his ſonnes inthe fire looking 
himlelk on them: he receiued Sozcerers,and 
familiar Spirites: he vſed Mitchcraft, and 


Law: neither did he this himſelfe, but rauſed 
the people alſo to goe aſtray and do the like: 
and which is moze, he reiecteth the attone⸗ 
ment which was made vnto him and his fas 
thers, but gaue himſelfe moze and mote vn» 
to euill, and ſoldhimſelfe altogether to wozk 
wickedneſſe in the ſight ol the Lozd: he ſhed 
in Jerulalem much innocent blood, and put 
to death, thole which did repꝛooue him, be⸗ 
cauſe thep would ne: frame themſelues ac⸗ 
coding to his abhominations , Foz theſe 
thinges the wꝛath of GDD was kindled as 
gainſt him, in ſo much that he was ouercome 
ok the Aſlerians, and lead captiue to Baby» 
lon bound wich chaynes: but being there in 
EE anguiſh, 


King of Juda:fo2 he builded vp the It 


plucked downe, and wozſhipped the Planets 
as the Sunne, the Moone; and the Starres, | 
and pꝛophaned the walles of the Temple 


a 
1 
bf 
following al the abhominations ofthe Gen⸗ 


ſet vp grauen Images in the houſe of God, 
expꝛeſly againſt the commaundement of the 
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hat he had beenr wicked, cruell OG Þ 
abhominable: at whoſe complaint God han 
mercie on him, de liuered him from ſuch mi⸗ 


ſerable bondage; cauſed him to returne to 
Jeruſalem, and ſet him in his kingdome as 


gaine, who beeing thankfull to his God fox 
his goodnes, tooke away the ſtrange Gods, 
pulled downe the Alters, and eſtabliſhed the 
pure ſeruice of GOD, with a ſtraight com⸗ 
maundement to all his people to oblerue it, 
giuing in this a ful teſtimonie ok his true res 
pentance and conuer lion to God: by this we 


haue an example, and euidt̃t apparant ſigne 


of the infiffite mercte of GDD towards vs 
poo2e and miſerable ſinners, to this end that 
none diſpapze in his ſinnes how great and 
filthie ſoeuer they bee: ſoꝛ (as J haue ſhewep 
out of Gods wozd ) where ſinne aboundeth, 
there grace aboundeth much moꝛe. 

Ft was agreat and filthie offence , when 
many ofthe high ꝛieſts andL cuites in the 
tyineofthe Captiuitie, and when the wiath 
of God was ſpꝛed ouer them. and ouer althe 


people becaule of their iniquities, who ne⸗ 


uer thought on their tranſgrefſions ,noz ſo⸗ 
rie fo: their ſinnes, in turning to the Loꝛd by 
atrue repentaunce, but foꝛgat what he had 

com⸗ 


2 9 4% 


Uncking themſelues to ſtraung⸗ people, be⸗ 
trothing their ſonnes and daughters in ma⸗ 
riage, and mingling by this meanes the hos 
Iy ſeede with pꝛophane people, athing genes 
rally foꝛbidden to all the people sf GD D, 
Deut. 7. 3. but eſpecially pꝛohibited in Le- 
uit. 21. 14. Pet when Elbꝛas a ſcueraigne 
high Pꝛieit, a Scribe of the law, a rightuous 
man vnderſtood this viſozver and confuſion, 
he was very ſozie, and greatly ollended, ma⸗ 
King lamentation befkoze GOD fox it, The 
people alſo were taken with feare and trem⸗ 
bling, acknowledging their faultes, and by 
the commaundement of Eſdꝛas, ſent awaye 


their ſtrange wiues with their childzen, mas 


king certaine Offringes in reſpect of their 
ſinnes, and ſo the bountie and mercikulnelle 
of God remayned among them. 
: There was a woman ſayth S. Luke in 
the 7. Chapter of the Goſpell, which was of 
euill lite, who hauing caſt her ſelfat che feete 
of Jeſus Chꝛiſt weeping, receiued of him 
ſuch ioye and conſolation, to aſſure her ſelfe 


that her ſinne was fo2giuenher though they 


were neuer ſo great. 
There was alſo ſapth the ſelfe ame E⸗ 


uaugililt! in the 1 94 Chapter, a man called 
| Zachcus, 


oy 
3 | 


under > os 4 tooke ar anxe wines; 


the Cuſtome, rich, and of a wicked like: pes 
when Jeſus pꝛomiſed to lodge wich hem, he 
ſhewed that hee was come to ſeeke and ſane 


that which was lo, by which meanes this 


pode ſinner was receiued into grace, vith 
a true repentaunce, and good will to latiſſie 
againe the hurt which he had done to others. 
. I pzappou beholde the fall of S. Peter, 


of the twelue Apoſtles and Doctoꝛs of the 


wozlde, bꝛought vp in the knowledge or the 


Lozd, by ſeeing his wonderkul myꝛac les, and 
becing one of the three witneſſes which ſa⸗ 
ued his gloꝛte in the Mountaine, p2omiſey 
neuer to foxſake him, neither in pꝛiſon oz in 
death: pet his infirmttie was ſo great, and ſo 


- fearefull,that he not onely foꝛſooke him, but 


foꝛlware him thꝛee tymes: yet the Loꝛde in 
mercie had compaſſion on him, and behelde 
him though he had made himſelfe vnwoꝛchie 
of the honozable office whereunto he was os 
dapned:but repenting c weeping in teares, 
was one ok the ſirſt which was called vnto 


his office, and fitted with the giftes ok the ho⸗ 


ly Ghoſt, to be a ſeruaunt and faithfull wir⸗ 
nefle , a couragious and valtaunt Party! * 
Ielus Chiilt, 


it is an example to euery one, who being one 
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a» — wicked mum wbich a 
1 7 was hanged on the Croſſe, had 
bis recourſe vnto Jeſus Chailt in the tyme 
of death and was not caſt away but recei⸗ 
ned into ioye and conſolation, with pꝛomiſe, 
chat after his death, not after many peeres, 
d ſome {pace of tyme, oꝛ after he had bene in 
the foꝛged fire ok Purgatozte, but pzeſently 
whe he ſhould end this mozcal life, he ould „ 
be with Chiift in Paradiſe, 
Pe was truely execrable, which was cut 
of from the number of che faichfull by the 
Church at Corinth , becauſe agatnſt all ho- 
neſtie and ciuility, he did entertaine and vn⸗ 
- _couerthe nakedneſſe of his fathers wife: foꝛ 
which caule, althoughyhe well veſerued to be 
deltuered to Sathan, excommunicated, and 
viterlp cut off from the miſticall bodie of 
Chꝛziſt:pet the Apoſtle S. Paule ſeeing his 
repentaunce, and vnderſtanding the puniſh⸗ 
ment which the Church had layd vpon him, 
vled clemencie & compaſlion, neither would 
haue the man to ſuffer any greater ſeueritte, 
but to haue ſome regard in comfozting him, 
fo) feare hee ſhould bee ſwallowed with too 
great ſadneſſe. See here what examples 
the holy Ghoſt ſetteth foꝛth in holy Scrip- 
fures, as pure c cleare teſtimonies, to 2 — 
the 
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che great and  ineftimable a of 6 
towardes pooꝛe ſinners, which doe conuert 
themlelues with all cheir harts, without vil · 
ſimulation vnto him, by a true repentaunte 
and amendement of life. Theſe examples be 
of ſome foꝛce to thoſe whom God hath recets 
ued lately vnto the communion of his grace; 
when as he made a way vnto the Gentiles, 
and called them vnto his Church: All thoſe 
then, which haue bene befoze named were ok 
the people ot God, x of his houſe: of which. 
ſome haue ſinned againſt the firſt Table: o⸗ 
thers againſt the ſecond:others againſt both 
by monſtrous mildeedes: ſome haue robbed: 
ſome murthered, and done dilſolutly. Some 
haue committed Adultery, Foꝛnication, and 
Inceſt. Some Apoſtaties, Jvolato)s, and 
reuolters from the trueth. Some giuen vn⸗ 
to Mitcheraft: all they neuertheleſſe haue 
bene receiued into the mercie of God. O the 
wonderfull loue of the Loꝛd, how excellent 
and full of compaſſion is he? Who would 
not be rauiſhed to beholde his ſtedkaſtneſſe? 
Tho would not truſt in him to reioyce and 
tomkoꝛte himſelfe in his mercies? who is a 
ſtrong hould fox the poote afflicted, a refuge 
fo: thoſe that be amaſed and deſslate,a coms 
fot co thole _ are in calamitie, 5 jones 
Pe 


7 0 &Cſurmoun nt all uur iniquities,chon ſwal- 
Joel @them downe,and hzingeſt them to no⸗ 
Gi by acquitting and peliuering vs from 
" thein, Is there any then that feelethhimſelf 

guiltie ok any great fault, 02 any ſinne com⸗ 

mitted alter they haue bin inſtructed in their 

ſaltation,occupying a place in che Sheepee 

\ fouldofthe Loꝛd let him not diſpayye in the 

clemencie of God, ſeeing he hath here fap1e 

examples befoze his eyes to followe foz his 
comfozt, 

Seeing then it is ſo by ſo many places ol 

olp Scripture,and by the pꝛomiſes of God 

pp good examples, liuely exhoꝛtations ofthe 

grace and mercie of God offered to vs pꝛe⸗ 

| lently, and ſet fooꝛth bythe lone ol his belo⸗ 

ued ſonne our Low Jeſus Chiift : let vs bee 

tertaine and full allured, that if wee bcleeue 

and truely repent, and call vpon him with a 

true heart and affen tion, he will bee paciſted 

| / with vs, what offence ſoener wee haue comes 

mitted, he will wholly loꝛgiue vs. This 
is then the conſolation in myne af= 
fliction, fo: thy wow DO wroc 
8 quickened mee. 
I . Pſalm.7 I wy 
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